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session will prove heneficial to all the people
of the State.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted,

BILLS (13)—-FIRST READING,

1, Contraceptives.
tntroduced by the Minister for Health.
Reserves {(No. 1).
Introduved by the Premier (for the
Alnister for Lands).
AMetropolitan Milk Aet Amendment.
Plani Discases Act Amendment.
Noxious Weeds Act Amendment.
Intreduced by the AMinister for Works
{tor the Minister for Agrieulture).
6, Life Assurance Companies Acet Amend-
ment.
[ntroduced by the Minister for Labour.
Rights in Water and Irigation Act
Amendinent,
Tntroduced by the Minister for Works.
8, Qualilication of Elevtors (Legislative
Couneil).
Introdueed by the Minister for Justice.
Railway Level Crossings.
10. Tramwaxs Purchase Aet Amendment.
Introdaeed by the. Minister for Rail-
ways.
11, Tnspeetion of Machinery Act Amend-
ment.
Intreduced by the Minister for Mines.
12, Workers Act Amend-
ment.
Introdueed by the Minister for Labour.
13, Swun River Improvement Act Amend-
ment.
[ntrodnced by the Minister for Works.

o

o

»

Compensation

flouse adjourned at 9.35 p.m.
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 1.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION--METROPOLITAN MILK ACT.

To Disullonr Regulations.

Debate vesumed from the previous day
o the following motion by Hon. C. F.
Baxter (Bast) :—

That Regulations 102, 103, 104, and 103,
and new Sixth Schednie madd¢ under the
Metropolitan JMlilk Act, 1932-1936, a3 pub-
lished in the ‘‘Government Gazette®’ on the
Oth June, 1839, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 8th August, 1939, be and are
hereby disallowed.

HON. W. J MANN (South-West)
[4.35]: It is not my intention to allow this
motion to be dealt with before 1 have made
a few comments cancerning it. Ever since
the Aletropolitan JMilk Aet was placed on
the statute-book I have bheen keenly inter-
estedd in it.  Members who knew of the
acute conditions appertaining to the whole
milk industry prior to the passing of that
legislation will agree that it has hrought
great henefit to those concerned. If we cast
our minds baek to 1933 we will recall that
many of the milk producers were in a pre-
carions positton. Milk was being purchased
at prices helow the cost of produection. For
a great many people, particularly those liv-
ing in the vieinity of the Deel Estate, the
outlook was very poor. The passing of the
Act removed many of the disabilities from
which the producers were suffering. The
industry hng been stabilised, and the pro-
ducer is getfing a livelihood, but perhaps
not as great as should he expected when we
take into aceount the retail price. Too hig
a gap between fthe price paid to the pro-
ducer and that which the eonsumer is called
upon to pay seems to exist. Apparently
that is brought ahent by hizh overhead
charges. If these regulations de anything
they should effect a veduetion in xuch charges
md make for a cheaper supply to the great
masges of the people who have to purchase
nilk every day.
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To arrive at a decision on this matter I
have avked myself a few questions. What
is wyong with the regulations; will fhey
benelit anvone and whom, or will they
penalise anyone and whom? I have also
arked myself whether these regulations eon-
stitute an usurpation of the funetions of
the Arbiteation Cowrt.  With the last-
named question I will deal later. Yesterday
afternoon the Honorary Minister went to
some length to show the very marked Ais-
parity hetween the morning and afternoon
deliveries.  Until recently T had not taken
much notiee of such incidents. Within the
Iast week or so, however, I have made

inquiries  and  looked around the arvea
wherein 1 live. I eounld meither find nor
hear of any demand for a second de-

livery, neither have I scen the vehicles of
milk vendors in the streets during the after-
noon. That disposes of one querv. The
next point is that slthough a few letters
have appeared in the newspapers, there does
not seem to be any real weight of evidence
against the bonvrd's proposals. The matter
having been questioned in the Honse a very
definite reaction might have been expected.
I may be rvather unfortunate, but I eannot
trathfully say that I have noticed any
evidenee of reaction against the regulations.
Apparently the people are satisfied that one
fdelivery of milk each day in a climate such
as we enjoy is guite sufficient, and thex
have not taken advantage of the course open
to them for vears. They have not taken
action, exeept in a comparatively few in-
stances, to sceure afternoon deliveries. Con-
sequently that phase has appenled to me.
One ohjection raised was that hospitals, the
sick and institutions where milk was con-
sumed in grent quantities, would require a
second delivery each dav. That is provided
for, =0 that ohjection, teo, is done awax
with.

Hon. C. . Baxter: Provided a permit
applied for. '

Hon. W. J. MAXNX: If the position is
likely te operate all the time, then the writ-

ing for a permit is of no great
maoment, Tf the requirement is of an
extraordinary natuve, then the fact of

having to apply for a permit wounld amount
to nothing more than is neeessary in respect
of other matters concerning which we may
drsite to overvome the demands of pre-
seribed reemlations.
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Now 1 come to the point that raised con-
siderable doubt in my mind. I have perused
the Metropolitan Milk Act carvefully, and
in view of Seetion 36 that this . House
approved when it passed that legislation, I
cannot agree that the Minister has at-
tempted to usurp any of the powers of the
Arbitration Cowrt, ns wns alleged against
him. If T am wrong in the conclusion I
have arrived at, then surely that is evidence
of the neeessity for members fo be mueh
more careful in providing powers under
legislation than they have heen in tie pust.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Does not the hon.
member think that if we had intended to
mive such power, that intention would have
hoen expressly stated?

Hon. W. J. MANN: If our intention had
been not to provide such powers, the section
should have been worded differently. We
muost he eareful in the future fo make sure
that a scetion providing power for the
making of vegulations cannot be miscon-
strued in the diveetion suggested by M.
Nicholson.

Mon. . F. Baxier: You admit the sec-
tion in this instanec has been misconstrued?

Hon, W. J. MANX: T do not admit any
such thing. Section 36 of the Metropolitan
Milk Aet deals with the powers and fune-
tions of the board, and Section 38 sets ou:
that the Minister may make vegulations to
enable the board effectually to perform and
earry out its powers. Seetion 306 iz a long
one, and extends over three pages. Sub-
sertion (1) sets ont, inter alia, that “sub-
jeet to this Aet, the board is heveby charged
with the following matters:—

distribntion of
?

(e) the anpply. sale and
milk to consumers in the metropolitan avea.'
The word “supply” is most pertinent. T
interpret the word fe mean that it gives
the board power to determine when the
supply shall be—onee, twice, or three times
a day.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That seems a very
wide interpretation.

Hon. W. J, MAXNX: Still, that is my im-
pression,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I am pleased yon are
not my legal adviser.

Hon, W. J. MAXXN: On this oceasion at
lenst T wonid not like to have Mr. Baxter a=
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a client. Then we find paragraph (f) eon-
tains the following provision:—

(f) the transport, carriage and conveyanve

of milk preduced in dairy arcas,
Does that not provide for the conveyance
of milk¥ If not, what does it mean? Here
we find the board has power to “supply,”
and then to “convey.” To me the mean-
ing of those provisions is most clear. I
charge Mr. Baxter and Mr. Nicholson with
reading into them something that was not
intended. ’

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: Yon are the one who
iz reading into them something that is not
correct.

Hon. W. J. MANN: At any rate, that is
my view. If the words I have referred to
mean anything at all, it is, in plain Eng-
lish, that the board is entitled to regulate the
sapply and conveyance of milk. If they do
not mean what I claim, what does the convey-
ance of milk mean? I have paused for a
reply, but none is forthcoming. Members will,
T think, concede that T have always been very
jealous of the powers of the Arbitration
Court and have taken great care to make
my position clear when I thought the Gov-
ernment or anyone else was endeavouring
to get behind the Act or the court. If T
felt that there was anything of that natuve
implied in the regulations, my decision
now would be very different. I definitely
contend that the action the board has taken
is fully justified by the wording of the Act.
If I am wrong, that merely proves how
much more careful we must be in future
when enacting provisions of this nature. T
have already drawn attention to the length
of Secction 36 and had we added another
paragraph setting out that the powers fur-
nished the board should not refer to the
Arbitration Court, the passing of the Aet
would not have been endangered. That
eourse was not adopted. If my interpreta-
tion of the words I have quoted is correct,
there is nothing more for me to do except
to vote against the motion, which I intend
to do.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Macfarlane,
debate adjonrned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Tenth Day.
Txchate resumed from the prevous day.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.50]: There is an old saying, “Uneasy lies

[COUNCIL.]

the head that wears a Crown.” With some
justice it can be said that the responsibility
resting upun these ocenpying prominent ad-
ministrative positions in the British Empire
is vertainly exceedingly great. Never in our
histary has so much anxiety concerning the
future been expericnecd by those guiding the
destiny of the Empire. Mr. Chamberlain and
his Ministers have my sympathy in the dif-
ficulties with which they are faced in their
chdeavour to ensure the peace of the world
and to prevent the Empire from being in-
volved in war. Turning to Australia, the
problems facing the Federal Cabinet are
very serious indeed; its domestic responsi-
bilities and the difficulties associated with
defenee are equally great. The Government
of Western Australia has also to eontend
with serious difficulties. I appreciate the
immense task that the State Government has
to perform, and 1 hope that a greater spirit
of co-operation with the Commonwealth
Govermment will be manifested.

Member: That spirit has been exhibited.

Tlon. A. THOMSON: Before I finish I
will endeavour to indicate that in certain
directions that spirit is not being shown, I
should like to see genuine and close co-opera-
tion between all parties during the life of
this seventeenth Parliament. While on oe-
casion I shall prohably be compelled severely
to criticise the administrative poliey of the
Cabinet, I will ¢ndeavour to be fair and to
support any measure the Government intra-
duees that is designed to promote the well-
being of the State as a whole.

A perusal of the Lient.-Governor's
Specch, and particularly that portien re-
ferring to the financial pesition, occasions
me, as it probably occazions the Government,
considerable anxiety. In view of the par-
lous position of the wheat and pastoral
industries and last year’s deficit of
£220,442, there does not seem to be much
hope of the ledger being balanced during
the coming year. Increased taxation is
forecast by the Federal Government, TIn
our own State, the amalgamation of the
financial cmergency and income taxes is
propased, and I am afraid that will prob-
ably mean increased taxation for the eiti-
zeng of Western Australia, May I venture
to suggest that in preparing the measure
for an amalgamation of those two taxes
the Government will endeavour as far as
possible to spread the burden of taxation
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evenly, so that every ecitizen will pay his
or her fair share. One of the serious
problems faeing the State Government is
the deplorable position of the wheat in-
dustry. So far, the conference of inter-
state representatives heing held in the
Eastern States has not produced any tang-
ible results, but I hope that ultimately as
a result of the meetings that have taken
place the Federal and State Premters will
evolve some scheme that will in a measure
be satisfactory to the wheat farmers of
the Commonwealth and especially those of
this State.

I should like to see our wheatgrowers
placed in a position comparable with that
enjoyed by farmers in Canada, the Argen-
tine and the United States where growers
have been guaranteed 3s. 34d. a bushet.
For some time past (Great Britain has been
subsidising, to the extent of £2 an necre, the
conversion of grass lands into wheatgrow-
ing areas.  When the condition of the
wheat industry in the eountries I have
mentioned is compared with that of the
industry in this State, and we consider the
alarmingly low price that is being offered
to our wheatgrowers to-day, we cannot
help feeling that our farmers are justified
in asking for better consideration to be
given {o their plight and for a definite
assurance that the industry will reeeive
assistance commensurate with that whieh
has bheen aceorded to secondary industries
in the Commonwealth in past years. Mr.
Craig referred to figures that were quoted
recently by Mr. Teasdale, president of the
Primary Producers’ Associntion, figures
that were submitted to Mr. Bruse when

he was Prime Minister, and which
showed that in 200 years the wheat indus-
try  had contributed no less than

£74,000,000 to the secondary industries of
Australina, Let us consider also the value
of the wheat industry not only to wheat-
growers in Western Australia but to the
State as a whole. During the 10 years
ended the 30th June, 1938, the value of
whent exported from Western Australia
was no less than £46,628,035, or an average
per year of £4,(69,803 of new wealth
created hy that industry each year dur-
ing the last decade. If we consult figures
prepared by the Aecting Commissioner of
Pailways, we discover that the freight
collected on wheat during the last finan-
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cial year equalled 21.3 per cent. of the total
amount received in freight by the depart-
ment. That 21.3 per eent. was made up
of 17.78 per cent. freight on wheat and
3.55 per eent. on speeial grain.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The total freight?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. That shows
that the roilways alone during the last fin-
ancial year collected from the industry no
less a sum than £574,294. I have quoted
these figures to show that in my opinion
the fixing of a reasonable price for wheat
i3 not only a Federal matter but a ques-
tion of vital importance to Western Ans-
tralia.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do not forgei thaf
there are wharfage and other charges as
well,

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yeg, I have not
touched on those. I am dealing with the
one phose to show what the railways of
the State have derived from the wheat in-
dustry alone. If the induséry goes out of
existence, not only will the State lose the
amount I have quoted, namely, £4,666,803,
but the Railway Department will lose over
half a million in freight. When I mention
that it is estimated that each farmer pro-
vides for seven persons in employment, one
can realise the enormous value of the
wheat industry, and so if it goes out of
existence it will mean not only a very
severe finaneial loss to the farmers, who
are actively engaged in it, but the effect
will be disastrous on the State as a whole.
Therefore, even if it means inereased taxa.
tion, the industry must be assisted. Some
years ago we passed the finaneial emer-
geney tax for the purpose of assisting
those who, unfortunately, were out of em-
ployment. The Government would be jus-
tified in imposing special taxation to assist
the industry if only to protect its own
revenue, Wheat to-day is at a price which
is the lowest recorded in the world's his-
tory, and vet we find that there have been
no reductions whatever made in the
chavges imposed on those engaged in grow-
ing the commodity. The railway charges,
the handling and other charges are
exactly the same, and we find that the in-
dustry which has created so much wealth
is in a very parlous eondition, I commend
the Premier for declaring that the task of
financing a fair price belengs to the Com-
monwealth and for expressing the State’s
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willingness to provide about £200,000 asz
its quota, towards assisting ithe growers in
Western .\ustralia. He ecould have pone
much turther in the direetion of doing
justice to a section of the eommunity
requiving assistance at the present time.
It he had not offered to assist, he
would have been remiss in his duty as Pre.
mier, and would certainly have shown a
lack of sympathy and failure to rvealise his
responsibility to a hig section of onr com-
mwanity. T cannot, however, congratulate
the Premier of Victoria, who so strenu-
onsly objected to his State eontribnting on
a population basis, so that Western Aus-
tealin. might derive the henefit to which it
uwas eutitled. One would have thought that
a man itke Mr. Dunstan, the Premier of
Vietoria, a Country Party representative
occupying the highest position in the State,
wonld have been more generously disposed
towards a State like ours on such an im-
portant matter. In support of this asser-
tion T propose to show that Mr. Dunstan’s
attitude was in very bad taste indeed. In
the early nineties hundreds of Vietorians
were starved out of that State. T was ome
of them. There were no opportunities at
all for earning a Hving in Vietoria at that
time, and fhere iz no gainsaving the faet
that the discovery of gold in Western Aus-
tralia maferially assisted to re-cstablish the
State of Victoria.

Hon. G. W. 21Gles: Thousands, net
hundreds, enme over here from Vietoria.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: Yes, I should have
aaid {housands, but I am modest. 1 remom-
her the diffieulty that was experienced by
all who were anxious te move to Western
Au=tralia in getting acecommodation on the
vesstls that were sailing to this State. One
had to book a loner time ahead, and when
the vesls did leave Melbourne, the pas
=engers  were  closely packed  in almost
every part of the ship. To-day people
would not for a moment wubmit to the dis
comfort that was experienced by thaze
people wha at that time were s¢ Keen on
migrating to Western Aunstralia.  They all
came here beeause it was a place where it
was possible to earn a living, and from
where they could provide for the veynire-
ments of the women and ehildren who were
Joft hehind. T am sure yon. My, President,
and other members will remember ihat in
tho=e dovs many theusands of ponnds were
sent over cach month to Vietoria hy way
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of monev orders. During the ten years
ended in 1905 no less a sum than
£2456,000 was sent from this State throuzh
the money order office alone, to assist to
keep the women and children in Victoria
until such time as the breadwinners werce
able to save enough to bring them to West-
ern Australia. That was an enormous sum
of money, averaging each year, as it did,
over a period of 10 vears £248,000 TFo-
thc 20 years ended December, 1915, the
total sent to Vietoria through the money
nrider office alone was £4,028,000. Men were
working in Western Awstralia and  were
keeping their wives and families in Victoria.
If that was not helping Vietoria during
its years of adversity, I should like to know
what it was. What Western Australia did
for Victoria then shows that our State was
a little more generous towards Victoria than
YVictoria is towards us to-day. Mr. Dunstan
refused to allow his State to assist Western
Anstralia.

I congratnlate the Government on its
desire to establish secondary industries on
a larger scale, and while on this subjeet I
will show what Vietoria is receiving from
us at the present time. For the 10 years
ended Deecember, 1938, Vietoriz exported
to Western Australia goods of the value of
£45108,000, or an annual average of
£4,510,800. Let us now take the cost of
labour in the manufacture of those oods.
I have taken the very low estimate of 30
per cent., and I do not include raw material,
cleetrie enrrent, vepairs, ete., which wonld
also provide work. In wages alone, there-
fore, I estimate that in that period Vie-
toria had from us £1,353,240 per annum. ¥
tenst that the Premier of Vietoria will have
these fizures sent to him, so that he may
ponder over them and reconsider kis atti-
fude towards Western Australia.  To-day
Western Ausiralia is finding full time em-
ployment in Vietoria for no fewer than
6,506 porsons at the rate of €4 a week. That
is the position that now exists as a result
of zoods imported into Western Aunstralia
from Vietorin, Yet the Premier of that
State considers there i= ne veason why his
people should help Western  Australian
wheatmrowers. T wish we were in the
happy position of ereeting a harrier azains!
that State to debar Vietorian goods from
coming here.  3Mr. Dunstan would then
Probably wake up to find that the number
of wnemployed in Vieforia was inereasing
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1apidly. I was hoping that the question of
ussistance to wheatgrowers wounld be dis-
cuszed at the conference in anything but a
parochial manner, really in a spirit of true
~tatesmanship.  We expect men oecupying
high and responsible positions to have a
broad outlook. Our desire is to stabilize the
price of wheat and we realise—T do at any
rate—that if we are to do that it will mean
a restriction of the area under erop. I am
not going to say that the amounts suggested
should be provided by the Commonwealth
Government, namely, £2,000000 and
£3,500,000 from the flonr tax plus £1,500,000
to be contributed by the States, are sufficient.
I strenuously resent any attempt to make
the stahilisation of our wheat the suhject
matter of political intrigue. I am address-
ing these remarks particnlarly to the Coun-
try Party Premier of Vietoria because he
has not appreached this question with a de-
sire fto arrive at a reasomable compromiss.
He has out-Hitlered Hitler, beeause Hitler
definitely savs, “T will not waive my views.”
The Premier of Victoria walks out of the
conferenee whieh has been called to disenss
an important question. Surely it should
have heen possible for all to sit around the
table at the econference and disenss a
matter of such vital importance ta the Com-
monwealth and States and to arrive at a
common ubnderstanding and  agreement
wherehy the whealgrower might at least be
given some hope, The Prime Minister
when here said, “So far as T am coneerned,
I will give you a definite answer; and I
hope that a price will be fixed in Aognst.”
As far as T am able to judge, the Prime
Minister has endeavoured to fulfil his part
of the chligation. At least he has made an
offer. That offer having been made, surely
it was a matter for negotiation. The Pre-
miers might have said to Mr. Menzies, “Two
millions is not enough; we must have more.”
Had the Vietorian Premier adopted the
same attitade as was adopted by our Pre-
mier, whom I econgratulate on his action,
there would have becn some opportuntiy to
arrive at a eompromisé. But there is the
position. I am afraid when I eall to mind
the old saving, “Between two stools vou
crome to the ground.” If an election is
forced, as hoped by some, then, in view of
the world’s present position, I do not know
where Western  Australian  wheatgrowers
will e.  Thev ecannot earry on with the
present low price of wheat.
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Hon. J. Nicholson: That is the grave
danger.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. It has caused
me much anxiety. I do hope people gener-
atly will realise that a stable priee for wheat
is of serions importanee not only to the
farming community hut also to residents of
the metropolitan area, seeing that the wheat
industry provides more work anml ereaies
more wealth than any other of our indus-
tries with the sole exeeption of gold. The
amazing feature is that onr gold soars while
our wheat hecomes unsaleable. 1 trust that
sweet peasonableness will be the ultimate
result of the conference taking place in the
East, and that some definitely better price
will be fixed than that which rules to-day.
What is at present suggested is that far-
mers should be offered, with the current
price of wheat, 10d. per bushel approxi-
mately, assistance which will make a total
price of 1s. 10d. or 1s. 10%2d. Under such
eonditions it is impossible for farmers to
carry on. As I stated earlier, the sitnation
is s0 menacing that additional money must
he found if the wheat industry is to he kept
alive; and if neecessary the additional money
wilt have to be found by inereased taxation,
if only as a temporary expedient. I have
strongly eriticised the Vietorian Premier be-
eause I had hoped that he, as a representa-
tive of the Country Party, would at
least have endeavoured to bring azboul the
showing of a spirit of compromise and a
broader outlook, in place of being mostly
concerncd about his own particular State
of Vietoria.

Coming now to our Government’s poliey,
I strongly support some items, but naturally
disagree with others. I commend the Gov-
ernment’s desire to foster industries already
established here, and to enecurage the intro-
duction of other industrics. I am entirely
convinced that the Minister for Industrial
Development, Mr. Hawke, sincerely desires
to achieve success in his efforts to induce
the establishment of new industries in West-
ern Australia. T fear, however, that under
the present eonditions the Minister is some-
what optimistic, as another member has
already remarked. In my view, until the
Covernment exhibits a ehange of heart and
of poliev it is placing upon Mr. Hawke's
shoulders a task almost impessible of execu-
tion. Mr. Baxter in his speceh quoted the
ercat disparity between charges for work-
ers’ compensation insurance here and simi-
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lar insuranee in the Eastern States. The
hon. member proved what a severe handicap
Western Australia has to esrry in that re-
spect. I feel sure members will agree with
the clear exposition of the manufacturer’s
position given by Mr. Bolton. The hon.
member showed what little encouragement
had been offered to the establishment here
of industries such as he and others are more
espeeially interesied in. Why does the Gov-
ernment deem it essential that the entire
manufacture of vailway earriages and trucks
and trolley buses should be assigned to the
Midland Junetion workshops? T east no
reflection on that Government enterprise.
The work done at Midland Junetion is of a
character of which we have every reason to
be proud. But surely, if the Govern-
ment sincerely desives the establishment of
secondary industries in Western Australin
it should encourage the private manufacture
of omnibuses, railway carriages and so
forth, which I am sure would be comparable
to the produets of the Midland Junetion
workshops, There is this additional advan-
tage in my proposal: if we encourage the
cstablishment of such industries here, tley
not only provide employment outside the
Government, but also pay rates and taxes,
which Government departments eseape. The
Railway Department has even contrived to
evade payment of ordinary road board rates
on railway lands, on the plea that these are
Government property. From that aspect
particularly, private enterprise shonld re-
ceive more encouragement than has been
granted to it in the past. The Government
claims to be sineerely desirous of establish-
ing private industries in the State, but its
policy and its actions are opposed to that
desire.

Last week I asked the Honerary Minister
the following question:—

What is the estimated cost of—1, Perth
Technical School additions; 2, new Vietoria
Park State School; 3, Heatheote Mental Re-
ception Home additions; 4, Hospital for In-
sane, Claremont, additions; 3, Government
offices, Perth; 6 (a) King Fdward Memorial
ospital ndditions; (b) cost to date of such
additions; 7, Perth Hoapital?

This is the reply I received—

1, £44,500. 2, £13000, 3, £13000. 4,
£26,500, 5, Estimate not yet prepared. 6,
(a) £70,000; (b) £70,000 (approx.}. 7, Perth
Hospital: Estimated cost of complete scheme,
£705,000; estimated cost of portion now being
proceeded with, £445,000.
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There is the work just completed at the King
Edward Memorial Hospital at a ecost of
£70,000, plus the additions at the Perth Xos-
pital, which cost £320,000, Thus we find
that the Government has embarked on the
erection of buildings in the metropolitan
area alone estimated to cost £936,000. Gov-
croment engineers and Government archi-
teets, after all, are only human. When work
is to be done by day labour they must pro-
tect themselves by making liberal allowance
for contingencies. On the other hand, if
tenders are called and if on every oceasion
the lowest tender is aecepted, its aceeptance
means that the Government and this Parlia-
ment know what the work will cost. The
Government’s present policy is not in the
intevests of the workers themselves, hecause
they have Arbitration Court awards; and
certainly union officials are vigilant to sce
that awards are carried into effeet. If any
breaches of awards oceur, action is taken.
Therefore the position of the workers them-
selves ecannot be any worse, if no better,
under contraect than under day labour con-
ditions. When on day labour the men receive
the rates fixed by arbitration awards; if any
overtime is worked, they are paid extra. As
that principle applies to departmental work,
s0 it applies to contract work. In effect,
the Government asks the Chief Architeet to
submit estimates, I am now speaking on a
sabject of which I have had a lifelong ex-
perience. I am not talking theoretically,
but praetically, and of what I know. If I
were Chief Architect and were asked to sub-
mit an estimate for work whieh was to be
done departmentally, I would necessarily
proteet myself, as a responsible officer, by
allowing a liberal margin for the fact that
T would have no eontrol. Imagine the posi-
tion. While the Chief Architect is admin-
istering, the Government has made him not
only an architect but a contractor as well.
And he has absolutely no conirol over work
as it is being carried on. In saying that, I
mean the Government has decided upon its
policy, and so the work must be carried our
departmentally. I cast no refleetion what-
ever upon the present Chief Architect, or
upon Government engineers. I am only eri-
ticising the Government’s poliey. Mistakes
ocear. If there is no cheek on the adminis-
tration, nobody knows what the work 15 ¢ost-
ing. 1f tenders are called and the lowest is
aecepted, the position iz known. Here we
have something like £1,000,000 worth of
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buildings to be consirncted, and all of
them to be carried out under the depart-
mentsl system. Thus there is absolutely
no check on the department. But if tenders
have been called, the contractor must carry
out the work for the price he has submitteq,
irrespeetive of whether in the vesult he
makes a profit or a loss. Again, I consider
that the calling of tenders would mean that
work would be done more cheaply. The re-
sult would be the spending of more money
and the employment of more men than is
possible under present conditions.

This is the position. I refer to action
taken by the Government just on the eve of
the general election. T cannot congratulate
Ministers on that action. They seemed to be
afraid, the fear being due to the possibility
of a change of Government.

Hen. C. B. Williams: The vesult was
never in doubt,

Hor. A. THOMSON: The Government
hurriedly started the yelief works I have
enumerated-—started them on the very eve
of the general election.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Mere coincidence!

Hon. A. THOMSON: At the present
moment the Government is contemplating the
expenditure of over half-a-million sterling
on buildings in the mefropolitan area.

The Chief Sceretary: Is there any of those
works which vou would suggest should not
go on?

Hon, A. THOMSON: No. I am not rais-
ing the point that money is being spent in
the metropolitan area, T am dealing with
the principles at stake. The Government
<laims that its policy is to establish sec-
ondary industries; but at the same time
it says to men who have spent their lives
in aequiring practical and expert know-
ledge, ‘“We do not want you; vou ean
leave Western Australia, yon e¢an go else-
where.”” That is the position. Again, con-
sider our architects. We have competent
architeets. An Act governing architeets
was passed by Parliament, under which
young men are compelled to go through a
strennous and expensive training. Are
we now to tell those young men, ‘‘There
is no room for yvou: we do not want you:
we want only the Government architect”?
Tf we are to encourage private industries,
contractors shonld be allowed to tender for
and erect buildings, of course under the
strictest supervision, even under better
snpervision than is given to day work. 1
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make thai statement honestly believing it
to be correct, While the Government on
the one hand desires people to come to
Western Australia and invest their money
in the State, it is, by its action, driving
men out of the Sfate. If contractors ean-
not get a share of the work which is being
done by the Government, and for which
the taxpayers have to carry their share of
responsibility, then the contractors must
go to some other part of the Common-
wealth where they will get an opportunity
to carry on their business,

The Chief Secretary: Surely they do
not rely on Government work.

Hon. A. THOMSON: They are not rely-
ing on the Government to find them work,
hut they should have the right to submit
a price for Government work, which is to
be paid for by Government money. I know
it is the Government’s poliey, but has the
Government the right to say that all thrs
construction work shall be done by day
work? I have pointed out how impossible
it is to exercise sufficient check over such
work. If I were preparing an estimate, I
would certainly estimate on the safe side.
If the Government is sineere in its desire
to establish secondary industries, then it
should not acet in such a way as to drive
people out of the State.

Hon. G. W, Miles: And destroy private
enterprise.

Hon. A, THOMSON : In effect, what the
Government is saying to our architects
and eontractors is: ‘‘As far as Government
work is concernmed, there is no hope for
you.”’ It seems to me the Government is
treating our contractors and architects in
the same way as (fermany is treating the
Jews., Germany simply says, ‘‘There is
no room for you.”” If the Government
really intends to establish secondary in-
dustries, then I hope my criticism will re-
sult in a change of Government poliey.
Although some people may not agree with
me, it is in the interests of workers them-
selves that competition should prevail;
the greater the competition, the better.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is said that com-
petition is the life-blood of trade.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. There is no
doubt that a man who is asked to prepare
an estimate without definite knowledge of
what the work will cost, will allow 2 mar-
gin for contingencies.



12

Member:
puy!

Hon. A, THOMSOX: Not only so, but
in the end it means less work. That is my
view of the position. It s all right for the
men working on the buildings, as they have
a job; but it is difficult for hundreds of
others whe are unable to obtain employ-
wment, I therefore hope the Government
will seriously reconsider its policy.

1 am pleased that a member of this
House has been appointed by the Minister
for Indnstrial Development to the commit-
tee dealing with secondary industries, I
hope the deliberations of the committee
will have some influence on the Govern-
ment to review the policy being pat
into effeet at the present time. I
have eriticised the Government severely,
but I think my criticism is justified. At
all events, it is fair criticism,

I now desire to congratulate the Gov-
ernment on its financial assistance to the
Albany Woollen Mills, and for its per-
sistent soapport in purchasing the goods
manufactured by the company. The people
of Western Australia should insist npon
purchasing  the manufactures of the
Albany Woollen Mills, such as blankets,
rugs and tweeds.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Very good blankets
they are, too.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why does not the
company put its goods on the market in the
goldfields? Goldfields residents cannot buy
them from the storekeepers there.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The hon. member ean
purchase them at any time.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yes, by asking Mr,
Wittenoom to get you a cheap suit length.

Hon. A, THOMSBON: The hon. member
must be more fortunate than T am, but I
shall not deal with that particular phase. I
repeat, the Government has heen persistent
in its support of the woollen mills.

Hon, C. B. Williams: The goldfields pub-
lic would also be pleased to support that
industry, if it had the opportunity.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am glad of that
interjection by Mr, Williams, because he
should bhave some influence on the goldfields.
Unfortunately, a very large proportion of
the goods imported into Western Australia
from the Fastern States is sold on the gold-
flelds, T om not casting any reflection upon
the people of the golidfields, who are very

And the taxpayers have to
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loynl, but nevertheless they should suppert
the State’s industries,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Let the State indus-
iries be loyal to the goldfields.

Hon. A. THOMSON: If 1 e¢an do any-
thing to help in the dircetion Mr. Williams
has indieated, [ shail he glad to do so.

Hon. G. W, Miles: He is right,

Hon. €. B. Williams: I took one of the
directors of the Albany Woollen Mills
around Kalgoorlie, but it made no difference.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I agree with the
hon, member, However, that is not the Gov-
ernmment’s responsibility.

Hon. C. B. Williarns: Not in the least. It
is the responsibility of the Albany Woollen
Mills.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Government
has shown sympathy not only to the woollen
mills, but also to the Albany Freezing
Works. The latfer, too, have been assisted
by the Government, and I c¢ongratulate Mr.
Wise on his sympathetic support of these
works. When speaking the other night, Mr.
Wittenoom was, in my opinion, altogether
too modest in stating the part that he has
played in the establishment and support of
those two indusiries at Albany. To my per-
sonal knowledge, Mr. Wittenoom has de-
voted a considerable amount of his time

Hon. G. W. Miles: And money.

Hon. A. THOMSON : And given financial
backing to foster the Albany Woollen Mills.
I think I am right in saying that had it not
been for the timely help rendered by him
angd his fellow directors on one oceasion, the
woollen mills might have had to close down.
That would have thrown 150 employees on
the labour market. Again, I repeat that the
woollen mills are deserving of greater sup-
port than they obtain at present. I hope
the ecommittee of which Mr. Craig is a mem-
ber will be able to do something to increase
the demand for the goods manufactured by
the mills, and so provide more employment.

Dealing with the Albany Freezing Works,
T would point out that the works were lyving
idle for many years, not even paying inter-
est. Mainly through Mr. Wittenoom's in-
strumentality, Mr. Heron, who so capably
controls the works, was appointed manager.
Again Mr. Wittenoom backed his opinion
with financial assistance. T know my col-
league Mr. Piesse will bear out my statement
that Mr. Wittenoom has devoted mueh time,
money and energy in traversing the Great
Southern and pointing out the advantages
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available to those interested in the fat lamb
indusiry. It is expected this year that from
70,000 to 80,000 carcases of lambs will be
exported. At a very low estimate, that
means the ecreation of from £60,000 to
£70,000 of new wealth, for which we can
thank the freezing works at Albany. The
industry is but in its infancy. The estab-
lishment of the works in question has en-
conraged farmeis to embark in the fat lamb
industry. I heartily congratulate Mr.
Wittenoom for the part he has played in
the establishment of those two industries.

I desire to refer to the possibilities of the
southern portion of the State, in regard te
the production of butter, fruit, pigs, fat
lambs, wool, wheat, and also potatoes, in the
marketing of which my friend, Mr. Piesse,
bas taken such a keen interest. The port of
Albany showed a decided increase last
year, and so I hope the Goverrment will
give more consideration to the provision of
better facilities at the port than it now

Possesses.
Hon. G. W. Miles: Why not urge the
Commonwealth Government to construct

a paval dock theref

Hon. A. THOMSOXN : T hope the Govern-
ment will put in hand reeclamation work
and the provision of wharves with modern
facilities. Albany should also have bulk-
handling facilitie§ slthough the present
outlook for wheat is not very hopeful.
Nevertheless, wheat is sure to come back to
its own in time. Superphosphate works
should also be established,

The outlook for the port of Albany is
promising, pariicularly in view of the sub-
stantial increase of production in the
Great Scuthern distriets. Mr, Miles said
we ought to use our influence with the
Federal Government to get a dock con-
structed at Albany. I should like to see
docks established at Fremantle and Bun-
bury, as well as at Albany.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I suppose Esper-
ance does mot count.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I
Esperance.

Hon. G. W. Miles: All those ports have
not a claim for a naval doek.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Naturally the resi-
dents of Fremantle consider that the dock
should be constructed there, and similarly
the residents of other ports favour their
particular localities. That matter has
to be decided by experts, and I cer-
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tainly hope that politieal influence will not
be brought to bear. Speaking as a layman
—and my opimion ean have no possible
eftect on the decision of the experts—I
strongly endorse the statements made by the
member for Albany (Mr. Hill), who has
fought so consistently for the southern
port, that Albany offers advantages over
other places as the site for a dock.

I hope consideration will be given to the
question of providing tanks at Albany for
the storage of oil. Albany is on the main
trade route, but the point 1 am concerned
about is that residents of the Great
Southern have to pay too high a price for
oil. They should be supplied at a price
comparable with that ruling in the metro-
politan area. In saying this, I am not re-
flecting upon the oil companies, because
they have established in the couniry towns
depots that are a credit to them, but it
should be possible to reduce the cost of
oil to those pcople by erecting at Albany
tanks into which vessels could discharge
direct.

Hon. T. Moove: It has not assisted Cer-
aldton in that direction.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The price has not
been reduced as a result of building tanks
there?

Hon. T. Moore: No, the price is very
high.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: Perhaps Geraldton
is situated a little less favourably than is
Albany. People in the Great Southern are
eertainly heing charged far too much for oil.
On many oceasions I have diseussed the
question of youth employment. I do not
propose to deal with the suhject at any
length to-day, but I wish to quote a decision
reached in Now South Wales—

At the instance of Mrs. Crawford Vaughan,
a motion wns passed that legislation be in-
troduced to provide for all wage awards to
be based on the economic value of services

rendered rather than on the age of the
worker.

Mrs, Crawford Vaughan said there were
nmany shocking examples of the treatment of
boys who were automatically dismissed at the
age of 21 years. They wasted the best years
of their lives and, when no longer wanted,
became unskilled workmen.

That is onc of the prohlems facing the Gov-
errment of this State. It is deplorable that
voung men on reaching the age of 21 years
should be automatieally dismissed, only to
hecome members of the army of the “Great
Unwanted” The Honorary Minister, when
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speaking on the Supply Bill recently, told
the House that members should not make a
political foothull of the single men employed
on relief work, I have no desire to do any-
thing of that kind, but the outlook of many
young men is almost hopeless. The Govern-
ment should seriously consider the advisable-
ness of amending the Arhitration Aet so
that opportunities might be provided for
these yonng men to receive payment for their
services aecording to value, and to have op-
enings to learn a trade. With Mr. E. H.
H. Hall, T was amazed to read of the refusal
of the Trades Hall even (o diseuss the matter
of assisting young men to learn trades. We
have a duty to those young men—a fact
I have emphasised on other ocecasions.
Recently the Midland Workshops required
eight boilermakers’ apprentices, for which
posts there were 71 applicants. That shows
how serious the position is. I appreciate the
Government’s difficulties, but the single
young men who are heing sent into
camps in the bush are not being given
much opportunity to get out of the
ruck. Many of them might already be
included in the “Lost Legion™; they
seem to have adopted the attitude that
nothing now matters, and are content to
drift along in their present groove. Our
duty is to endeavour to improve their con-
ditions.

Another problem confronting the Govern-
ment has been created by the strike of
employees at the biscuit factory of Mills
and Ware, Ltd., Fremantle. Trades Hall
officials at Fremantle have heen responsible
for the employees’ ceasing work, and it
seems the height of impertinence for them
now to say that if the 44-hour week is con-
ceded, they will confer on the other points
in dispute.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is nearly as good
as Hitler'’s tacties.

Hon. A. THOMSON: 1In view of the
existence of the Arbitration Court, surely
it was the duty of the officials to tell the
employees, “A tribunal has been consti-
tuted to investigate such claims. Therefore,
instead of striking, holding up the industry
and losing your wages, yon must appeal to
the court.” If there was likely to be any
delay in getting before the court, steps could
have been taken to seeure the appointment
of an industrial board. The strike has
continued for five or six weeks, and the
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appalling faet is that there is a shortage
of biscuits in Western Australia.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Supplies will be sent
from the Eastern States.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is so, but
loeal industry should be suopplying local
wants. Parliament authorised the ap-
pointment of a tribunal by which disputes
of this sort could be settled amicably.

Hon, G. W. Miles: That would have
been done if the Government had had the
courage to compel the employees to ohserve
the law of the land.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I agree. As a re-
gult of the strike, about 700 people have
been thrown out of work.

Hon. L. Craig: The number of employees
affeeted is 265.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Anyhow, they
have been idle for five or six weeks, and
heavy loss has been sustained by the com-
pany. Evidently the secretary of the Fre-
mantle Trades Hall, Myr. Mann, had a good
deal to do with the dispute, hut did no.
esxereise commonsense and judgment. He
stould have told the employees that there
was no need to strike aud that the Arbi-
tration Court had been established to settle
such disputes. If the employees have a
reasonable case, they should not hesitate to
approach the court. Had Mills and Ware,
Ltd,, deliberately locked-out the employees,
1 donbt whether as much clemency would
have been shown to the company as has been
shown to the employees.

The Honorary Minister:
have been very foolish.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Government had
not the backbone to earry out its duty.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Honorary
Minister says the proprietors bave been
foolish.

The Honorary Minister:
stubborn.

Hon. A. THOMSON: We have a court
of arbitration and  conciliation, and
surely the representatives of the men
should have had sufficient influence to in-
duce them to approach the eourt and thus
obviate a stoppage of work! I deeply regret
that the strike has occurred. Sueh hap-
penings are not helpful to the Minister
for Indusirial Development in his efforts to
get industries established in this State. I
give him credit for earnestness, but it
must be disappointing for him to find that
some of the workers are not seconding his

The proprietors

They are very
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efforts. I bave no desire to enter into the
rights and wrongs of the claim made hy
the employees. I do not know definitely
what their claim is, but they should have
been content to approach the court and
abide by its decision. The late Mr. Alex.
MeCallam told us that the Arbitration Act
was not only & great industrial measure
bul was also one that would reach right
into the very kitehens of the workers.
Seemingly some of the people In those kit-
ehens are suffering as a result of the wrong
advice tendered to them by responsible of-
ficials of the Fremantle Trades Hall.

Hon, G, Fraser: Mere assumption, of
course! You do not know.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I know that the
employees are on strike; that they have been
on sitrike for five or six weeks, and that
there is a shortage of biscuits in the State.
I hate to think of supplies being brought
from the Eastern States when the dernand
could have been satisfied locally. Even at
this late hour it should be possible to ar-
range a compulsory conference. Cannot
the Government do something in that direc-
tion? Burely it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to take steps to end the dispute.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I believe the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court is taking
action along those lines,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He is ealling a con-
ference.

Hon. A. THOMSON: A conference
should have been called weeks ago. It is
a pity that the strike ever occurred.

Hon, G. Fraser: The faect of your know-
ing that does not give you the right te
assume that the leaders gave the employees
certain advice.

Hon, A, THOMSON: One can base no
other assumption on the statements that
have appeared in the Press. Apparently
the secretary of the Fremantle Trades Hali,
Mr. Mann, was consulted at the outset and
has guided the destinies of the employees
since. The workers may be entitled to what
they are claiming, but their case should
first be submitted to the Arbitration Court.
It is satisfactory to know that the Presi-
dent of the eourt has eonvened a compul-
sory conference.

My main object in speaking this after-
neon is to draw attention to the poliey of
the Government as it affeets secondary in-
dustries, All members will want to see
greater expansion in local industries, bul

415

as things are people outside the State are
not being encouraged to invest their money
here. As the result of the deliberations of
the committee that has been formed, pro-
posals may be submitted to the Govern-
ment that will induce it to amend certain
legislation and slightly alter its own pol-
iecy. If Government depariments can prove
that they ean do work at a cheaper rate
than can other people, by all means let
them compete with others by way of ten-
der.

The Administration is to be congratu-
lated on the statement made in the Press
this morning relative to the settlement of
Jews in the North-West, Last session I
was laughed at becanse I suggested the
Jews might consider the raising of pigs
and othor stock. My suggestion was that
the north of this State offered great pos-
sibilities and opportunities for settlement.
Mr. Miles is to be congratulated upon the
efforts he has made on behalf of the pro-
posed Jewish settlement. We must all hope
that the Federal Government will sympa-
thetically consider the representations that
have been made.

Recently I visited the North and was
struck hy the immensity of this State. The
glowing reports that were published deal-
ing with the visit of the Governor General
to the area in which the Jewish people are
interested have been endorsed by Mr.
Miles and Mr. Angelo. I am dehghted that
the State Government is giving sympa-
thetic econsideration to this particular
scheme. If I were offered the choice, I
would rather have settlement by refugees,
than that the North-West should be taken
over by the Japanese. I am not posing as
an expert, but know a great deal of whal
the Jews have done in Palestine. If they
can do in the North what they have done
in Palestine, they should be given every en-
courngement. It is to be hoped the Federal
Government will not hamper the settle-
ment in any way but will deal sympathetie-
cally with it. The North must be popu-
lated. I am pleased to know that the views
T expressed last session on this question
have practically been endorsed by Dr.
Steinberg, who is visiting the State on be-
half of the sponsors of the Jewish settle-
ment, Western Australia is not being
asked to spend anything. These people
want to establish themselves and are pre-
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pared to do so with their own finaneiat
backing. The Argentine exports consider-
able quantities of baby beef to Smithfield. I
have visited those markets and seen the
beantiful chilled beef that comes from
that country, It is a serious competitor
of the meat that we export. A certain
amount of chilled meat is being exported
from Australia, but not yet in sufficient
quantities. By means of irrigation, a pro-
fitabie source of ineome should be avail-
able to the Jewish settlement from the ex-
pansion of the baby beef trade, seeing that
ample capifal will be available for those
concerned. Green fodder can be grown in
that part of the State practically all the
Year round. Not only would an increased
export trade be of benefit to the North,
but to the Wyndbam Meat Works.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And to the South-
Wesat as well.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes. The settie-
ment offers great possibilities for those
who are associsted with it. I met Dr.
Steinberg at Wyndbam, and was impressed
by his sincerity and confidence that the
scheme would be a suecess, No eost to the
State will be involved but great benefit
should accrue to Western Australia as a
result of the settlement. Not only will
it be possible to produce in the North couw-
modities for export, but n greater demand
for Western Australian produets will be
ereated. On the m.v, “Koolama” I noticed
600 tons of merchandise bound for Dar-
win. Certain residents in the North may
have a grievance against the State Shipping
Service, but I think it is to be congratu-
lated on the work it is doing. A market
has now been established in Darwin for
Woedtern Anstralian products. In that
way our manufacturers have been able
to find a market for their surplus Zoods,
and increase the amount of employment
they are able to offer our people. Darwin
has become a place of importance as the re-
sult of the expenditure of large sums of
Federal money, and Western Australia has
proved that it is in a position to get some
advantage out of that expenditure by reason
of its trade with that part of Australia. By
supporting whole-heartedly the scheme for
the Jewish settlement, the Government has
adopted a wise eourse.

Mr. Seddon asked the Honorary Min-
ister, “What supervision, if any, is
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earried out in connection with these
trusts?’ The hon, member was refer-
ring to investment trust ecompanies. The
Companies Act is due for a drastie overbaul.
Parliament should proteet the interests of
people who are willing to put their money
into trust companies, just as it protects the
community generally hy insisting that a fire
insurance company shall doposit £3,00 with
the Treasury as a token of its hona fides and
stability, The payment provides a form of
guarantee that the company in question will
meet the claims made upon it. ] have seen
the balance sheet of one company that is
operating in this State, and I would be
sorry to have any of my money invested
in it. No company that is secking invest-
ment funds at the hands of the people shonld
be allowed to earry on business without
making a substantial deposit at the Tren-
sury.

Hon. L. Craig: Do vou suggest that cvery
company should lodge such a deposit?

Hon. A. THOMSOX : I am referring to
investment trust companies only. If it is
reasonable that insurance companies should
lodge a deposit of £5,000 with the Treasmry,
it iz of equal importance that a similar pro-
cedure should be adopted in the case of
trust ecompanies, in which the people’s money
15 likely to be invested, I should hate to
sec happenibg in Wesiern Australia what
has reeently happened in New South Wales,
where one man absconded and left others
to act as the scapegoats. It is not sug-
gested that anything like that wounld happen
in this State.

I thenk members for the patient hearving
they have given me. It has been nevessary
for me te erviticise the Government but I
hope I have been able to oifer one or two
uscful snggestions, Tn its endeavour to es-
tablish secondary industries in this Stafe,
the Government has my loyal support. Last
session I endorsed the proposal to establish
a burean of industry, and can only hope
that the committee now in being will prove
as effective as some members think it will,
I also trust that some good will come out
of the Wheat Conference now being held in
the Eastern States. Perbaps a ray of sun-
shine and hope will yet he brought to our
wheatrrowers to the end that they will re-
ceive g reasonable price for their commodity
to compensate them for their labours,

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[7.30]: The present serious position in
world affairs is a subjeet that stands para-
mount in the minds of all. For that pea-
son, if for no other, it deserves first con-
sideration in discussing the motion before
the House. The last few days in partieular
have been filled with many anxious hours.
War clouds still overhang and threaten the
world. The outlook is menacing. If our an-
xieties have heen great, we may well ask
what must have been, and must now be,
the anxieties of those statesmen and leaders
of the Empire upon whom devolves the
solemn responsibility of deciding on the
course to be followed! We know, as a
fact, that the Prime Minister of Great Bri-
tain and his colleagues have sought earnestly
to find a peaceful solution of the difficulties;
and Mr. Chamberlain has done even more
than many claim he should have undertaken,
to attain that great purpose. There comes
a time, unfortunately, when the demands of
a nation can be settled only by the arbitra-
ment of war. Whatever may be the outcome
of the present situation, we m Australia
should accept and endorse the decisions of
our Empire leaders with ealm courage and
assure them of our fullest support, realising,
as we all must, that our freedom and liber-
ties may once again be imperilled and that
the result of any eonflict will defermine the
fate not only of Great Britain, bui of Aus-
tralia and the other Dominions of the Em-
pire.

I now return to the Speech delivered by
His Excelleney, which has been productive
of a high standard of thoughtful addresses
by members who have spoken to the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.
Helpful suggestions on various subjects,
which deserve the Government’s fullest con-
sideration, have been made; and I was grati-
fied to note thal some members have songht,
definitely to assert the right, which

is the privilege of each member of
this House, to offer ecriticism on such
matters as they may feel justified in

disenssing, without being blamed or taken
to task for so doing. I will always
maintain that right, and exercise it im, T
hope, a fair and impartial manner, which,
I believe, has been the aim of every mem-
ber of this House.

One of the first matters to which I pro-
pose to direct attention has relation to the
State’s finances, and the dangers that con-
front us should the present drift continme.
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1 vefer to the subject in order to lend sup-
port to the suggestions made by members
here and in another place to the effeet thal
zo00d would result if a standing parliamen-
tary finance or works commitiee were ap-
pointed to assist the Government. As ia
former years, we are again confronted with
a record of increased revenue and increased
expenditure. The statement of receipts and
disbursements recently published showed,
under various headings, the usual detnils of
income and expenditure for the financial
year. The loan indebtedness of the State has
now reached the huge total of £85,472,000.
As members are aware, the operations of the
Government for the year ended the 30th
June last resulted in a deficit of £220,442.
I may also refer to the fact that for the year
ended the 30th June, 1938, there was a de-
ficit of only £10,693. T alinde to that re-
sult because gratification was then expressed
that Western Australia had regained finan-
cial equilibrinm, and the hope was voiced
by the Government that that progress wounld
be matntained, although, as Ministers
pointed ont at the time, the financial posi-
tion compelled close supervision. Appar-
ently that supervision was so close that by
the end of July, 1038, the deficit of £10,692
had increased to onec of £259,000. Now, as
we learni from the announcement at the en
of last financial year, an adverse balance
was diselosed greatly in excess of that fore-
shadowed by the Government when the Esti-
mates for the year were presented to Par.
liament.

With a view to impressing members gen-
erally, and particularly Ministers of the
Crown, T propose to review briefly the an.
nual finaneial results of the Government's
operations from 1933-34. The figures for
cach of those years show largely inereased
revenne and cxpenditure, with annual defl-
cits exeept on one oceasion, when there was
a surplus. The year when the sarplus was
recorded was characterised by drought con-
ditions that affected the State very widely.
Certain areas have suffered from such con-
ditions for a much longer period; and, 1n
fact, some districts have not yet been re-
lieved from drought. The details for the
vears | refer to are as follows:—

Financlal| Revenue. | Expenditure.| Deficit, {Surplus.
Year.

£ £ £ £
1933-34 8,481,007 0,270,600 788,012 o
1934-35 9,831,430 1,409,625 187,095
1935-36 10,033,721 0,045,343 ... -1 88,378
1936-87 I.1R5.483 11.554.898 871,205
1937-34 10,819,042 | 10,520,735 10,5603
1938-39 10,649,060 11,170,102 | 220,442
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The total increase of revenue for five of
those six years amounted to £2,467,963. The
loan indebtedness, which, as at the 30th
June, 1934, aggregated £85,847,802, has
now inecreased to the stupendous sum of
£95,472,000. In each of those years, mem-
bers will be interested to note, the Govern-
ment sought to impress upon Parlia-
ment the riceessity for striet economy and
supervision. IFor example, in 1934 it was
stuted—

The financial situation is still extremety
grave, nnd requires constant attention. Rigid
economy is nccessary, and no funde are avail-
able for other than absolutely essential ser-
VICces.

In subsequent years references were also
made to the necessity for strict supervision
and no relaxation in economy respecting
Government expenditure. Similar expres-
sions have been used from time to time, and
in the Speech His Excelleney delivered
when opening the present Parliament the
position was emphasised by this statement—

As revenue this year will inevitably be

affected by low incomes earned last year by
farmers and pastoralists, it is imperative that
the eclosest supervision be maintained over
the financial position.
From the results of the Government’s opera-
tions in the years mentioned, the expressed
need to exercise close supervision over and
rigid economy in the finances of the State
would seem o have been honoured more in
the breach than in the observance. The re-
sult is so serious as to justify one in ask-
ing the Government to adopt the sugges-
tion, which has been frequently made héra
in past years and was referred to azain to-
night by Mr. Thomson, namely, that a com-
mittee, fairly representative of both Houses,
he appointed to assist the Treasurer and the
Government by making recommendations re-
lating to expenditure of public funds. The
eommittee could be a combined finance and
works committee, if so desired. That the
Premier, who also holds the responsible
office of Treasurer, has his hands more than
full must be acknowledged; und he shomld
welcome the help of such a committee. ¥ail-
ing the immedinte stoppage of the calami-
tous drift in our Bnances, the State will
be faced with the danger of absorpfion by
the Commonwealth, and unification will be
the inevitable consequence.

The next important subjeet with which I
propose to deal is one that has been re-
ferred to by almost every member who has

fered through depression.

[COUNCIL.]

spoken. 1 bave in mind the position of the
wheat induséry, It is not too much to say
that every person, whatever his polities,
deeply deplores the ruinons price of wheat
and the trving experiences of all engaged
in that industry. The Minister for Lands
dealt with the subject a few days ago, and
showed clearly that the difficulties experi-
enced by the industry at present are due
to world over-production. I congratulate
Mr. Thomson on the excellent review he
gave to-night of the position of the wheat
industry, and particularly on his remarks
concerning the attitude of the Premier of
Victoria. He submitfed valuable illustra-
tions and facts in relation to the assistanee
this State has afforded to Victoria during
many years, and spoke of the amazement
he felt that the Premier of that State had
announced his intention not to support the
stand taken hy the Premier and Minister
for Lands of this State on the subjects eon-
stdered by the conference. We must all
agree that the attitude of the Victorian Pre-
mier is one against which we ecan justly
protest.

From time to time experiences as unen-
viable, perhaps, as those suffered by the
wheatgrowers of Ausiralia have been faced
by people in large industrial centres. We
should bear in mind that the wheatgrowing
indlustry is not singular in having suf-
fered from a period of depression. One
could give instances of various industries
that have undergone similar trials. Con-
sider, for example, some of the large indus-
trial centres in the Old Country. The ship-
building industry comes to my mind most
aptly. T ean reeall the sufferings of the
people engaged in that industry, sufferings
oceasioned through a depression experienced
when T was a lad. Consider again the coal-
mining industry, and the setbacks it suf-
Turning to our
own land, we think of the goldmining -
dustry, which s so suecessful at the present
time, but the extinetion of which not so
many years ago was regarded as very likely.
That industry has now revived, and s
largely responsible for maintaining the
stability of the State. These facts I men-
tion te indieate that most industries are
subject to fluctuations of prosperity and
adversity, That, however, does not lessen
my regret and, I believe, the regret of
people generally that the wheatgrowers of
the State have had to undergo such sad
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experiences. 'When considering the prob-
lem with which the Federal and State Gov-
ernments are faced in rendering assistance
to wheatgrowers, wa must remember that the
revenue of a Government is limited just as
is that of an individual, and that thers are
many items of expenditure a Government
has to meet. The responsibility rests with
the Government to decide what help can
be given, and the taxpayer has to bear an
extra burden of taxation. Whatever be
the oceupation in which a man is engaged,
as a taxpayer he shares the burdens of the
man on the land, because he is called npon
to pay the taxes that have to be levied with
a view to raising money to rehabilitate an
essential industry. One cannot overlook the
fact that an industry such as wheatgrowing,
differing as it does from some of our sec-
ondary industries and even from some of
our primary industries, is dependent uwpon
world markets. Thus there arises the need
to try to find international means of stabil-
ising the price of that essential commodity.
We know that efforts have been meade to
reach an international agreement to stabilise
the price; but those efforts, made over &
long period, for eertain reasons have heen
unsnecessful.  Nevertheless I eontend that
until some international agreement can be
arrived at, the hope of stabilising the priee
of wheet will Temain remote. What is the
use of snggesting that one State or one coun-
try should stabilise the price of wheat while
others do nothing? T do not perceive how
we can eseape the conclusion that the stabil-
ising of priecs may necessitate the lessening
of production. [ hope that may not be neces-
sary. I hope it may be possible to arrive at
some means, internationally, whereby the
price of wheat may he stabilised; but pro-
bably we cannot expeet that to oceur until
world affairs are in a more settled
condition. When people are onee more
engaged in their normal avoeations,
therc may he a prospect of the price
of wheat heing restored to a more reasonable
level. T sineerely trust that the efforts being
made by our Federal and Siate Governments
to reach a satisfactory solution of the pro-
blem will be successful. Many difficulties
" are facing not only the Federal Government
but also the State Governments, and I hope
the Premier of Victoria will cease to be the
obstrueting faetor he has proved to be up to
the present.
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I have dealt with an industry that has
reached a state of depression lower than
has ever been attained in the world’s history.
1 intemd now to speak of the goldmining in-
dustry, which may be described as almost at
the height of prosperity. The contrast is
interesting beecause, as I have already re-
marked, not so very many years have passed
sinee this industry, now so prosperous, was
itself suffering a serious depression and was
not then a favoured industry for investment.
But the goldmining industry has been re-
habilitated. Circumstances have arisen over
the intervening venrs that have permitted
mines to be opened up in our auriferous
belts, and have given to those who have had
the eourage to invest in the industry,
returns they never expected {o receive.
I am glad it has been prosperous, and every-
one in the State should rejoiee at that fact
because, by reason of that prosperity, we
are led on to hope that there might be a
means of sustaining the other industry which
is suffering from depression. The two in-
dustries should be like brothers and should
2o hand in hand and help one another.
Really they have done so. It is interesting
to recall that when the geldmining indnstry
reached a low point, the first thing that
ocenrred to the Government of the dny was
to try to find a way ont of the difficalty by
determining to make good citizens of those
who were thrown out of employment instead
of turning them adrift. The Government
placed a number of those men on the land.
We know that many from the goldfields took
ap farms snd made suceesses of them for
vears afterwards. Now it seems that the
position is reversed, and to-day actnally we
have guite a large number of men from the
land who have gone to the goldfields for the
purpose of earning a living to enable
them to maintain the homes they estab-
lished on the land. That shows the great
advantage of having as many different types
of industry a&s possible in place of the State
or the people carrying on one industry
alone. The more diverse the industries the
better, becanse an opportunity is thus pro-
vided for the State to enjoy the recuperative
power that it eould not otherwise have. It
is, however, necessary for the Government
to consider the position with regard to the
gold industry.

I have made a note of some matters with
the objeet of referring to them because state-
ments have been published at various times
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as to the possibility of a fall in the price of
gold. A little while age it was said that
America’s purchasing of gold at a certain
high priee had contributed largely to the
revenues of those engaged in the industry,
and it was suggested that America
might begin fo restriet its purchases.
An inferesting article on the gold
question appeared in the “West Aus-
tralian” of the 20th July. Some hon. mem-
bers, and particularly those representing
goldfields centres, may have read it. The
article dealt with the gold situation and
pointed out the decision of the American
Treasury in 1934 to purchase all the gold
offering at 35 dollars per ounce. The article
also set out the present-day changes that
have taken place by the production of this
valuable metal, and the increased value of
the world's holding. At the beginning of
this year, the amount of the world’s holding
of gold was estimated at approximately
£5,400,000,000, and the proportions in
which that gold was held by certain nations
was as follows:—

United States of Amerieca—58 per cent. of

the world’s visible gold.

France—12% per cent,

Britain—11 per cent.

Netherlunds—31% per cent.

The price of gold per ounce, as we have
noticed by the Press recently, has markedly
inereased, and to-day it has reached a record
figure. I think owr Government should keep
closely in touch with the position and wateh
it as one would watch a barometer, becanse
if America should carry out the purpose that
has been hinted at—and I hoepe that will not
be done—it will he necessary for the Gov-
crnment to be prepared for that eventuality
in some way or other. We do net wanf to
suggest what the position might be, but we
have had the benefit of experience in past
vears, and it is our duty to guard against
dangers that possibly might face us in the
future. I issue that word of warning for
the bencfit of the Government so that it may
be forewarned, and hy being forewnrned 3t
will be forearmed. We have been assured
that gold will continue to maintain its priee
---1 do not say the price ruling to-day 1is
going to last, but so long as America con-
tinues te buy at the rate stated, it will be
maintained. The hope of every person
here is that the price will not fall below
what it has been for some years, and that
prosperity in the industry will eontinue.

[COUNCIL.]

By reason of the purchases made, there
has been a large inerease in production,
and there are some interesting facts I should
like to mention. We kmow, of course,
that the production of geld in Africa is
considerably greater than that in Aus-
tralia. However, there is also the position
in Russia, which has become a big produ-
¢er, Up to 1930, Russia bad been produe-
ing on an average for some years previ-
ously a little over 1,400,000 ozs, per apnum,
Between 1930 and 1934 the quantity in-
creased to over 4,000,000 ozs, and in 1937
the output had inereased to 7,350,000 ozs.
There seems to be no limit to the produe-
tion, and it looks as if the figures will still
inerease. It is not possible to permit gold
to remain [ocked up forever, and America
I do not suppose ean keep on buying an
unlimited quantity, any more than any
country ean buy wheat to an unlimited ex-
tent. There must he a limit, otherwise
the market sags, We need to have employ-
ment for that money, and the-*increased
outpat will require an expansion of world
trade so as to provide a sieady demand.
Although the Australian produetion is very
much less than that of South Afries, we
in this State would feel the effect of any
change in any condition and price just as
keenly as any other country that is pro-
ducing more gold than are we. I mention
these facts for the benefit of the Govern-
ment, hoping that it will take note of the
position bearing in mind the value of the
goldmining industry to our BState.

There are two matters to which 1 wish
to refer, and both are of moment to the
Metropolitan Province. On these I will
speak very briefly, One of them has been
dealt with fully, and the other fairly fully,
by other members. The first is the action
taken by the Government in the direction
of developing and promoting industries.
Naturally in the metropolis we are con-
cerned with secondary industries, and I
wish to suy ot once that T am impressed—
and 1 think other members are impressed
—with the deep sincerity of the Minister
for Industrial Development in the steps
he is taking to try to earry out a scheme
or plan he has laid down to extend in-
dustry. I offer him the best of good wishes
in the efforts he is making, and I hope sin-
cerely bhe will be successful, although I
must acknowledge, like some other mem-
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bers, that the chance of gelting other in.
dustries established here will be not un-
attended with difficulties. I hope, as I
sey, that the Minister will succeed; but I
should like to offer two suggestions for
his consideration and that of the commit-
tee he has appointed. In that connection
I highly appreciate the fact that a mem-
ber of this Chamber has been joined eas a
member of the committee. I feel sure that
hon. member will give service of a most
beneficial character in the committee’s
work and deliberations.  There are two
points, if not three, of outstanding import-
ance in the development ang promotion of
industry of any kind here. The first point
ig the absolute necessity for an increase
in population. Without population, I con-
tend, the prospects of extending our in-
dustries will be somewhat remote. Like
other members, I am glad to express my
congratulations te the Government on the
favourable 1reply given to Dr. Stein-
borg regarding the settlement of re-
fugees in our North. They have given
him eertain encouragement; and I hope
those great spaces in our far North will
be peopled, beecause there is nothing more
essential than that for the development not
only of our industries but of that huge
ferritory. Desides promoting that form of
settlement, and increase of population by
that means, the Government should eon-
tinuze unabated efforts in the way of bring-
ing settlers from the Homeland so soon
as matters get into a more peaceful con-
ditions.

Hon. L. Craig: What sort of settlers?
Agricultural ?

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Agrienltural if
possible. A seleetion could be made. That
is one of the subjects I deal with when
speaking of the ecommittee which has been
appointed. As to the promotion of in-
dusiry, we have to bear in mind that in
Western Australia we sufier from a great
disadvantage hecause of the provision of
free trade between the States under the
Federal Constitution, and also becanse of
the fact that there have been established
for many wears in the Eastern States fac-
tories which can supply the demands
not only of their own States but
also those of Western Australia with
its small vopulation. To combat that
position it is absclutely essential—what-
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ever scheme is introduced for estab-
lishing industries here—that we should lay
down a definite plan whereby it ean be
shown that we are able to produce these
very goods now produced in the other States,.
and at a muech lower cost. Cost of produe-.
tion is the next essential question to be con-
sidered and deeided. With high eost of

" production we may as well leave the matier

of trying to establish industries alone, With
a low cost of production we may do some-
thing. We may even send our goods over
to compete with those of the very competi-
tors cstablished in the East. I agree also
with the suggestion that it will be bettex
for the committee to give its consideration
to the advancement and encouragement of
industries already established here. In
doing that the committee will be helping
those who have helped the progress "of
Western Australia.

Hon. L. Craig: That is the very first con-
sideration.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON : I am glad to learn
that. They should be cncouraged in every
way. I have no hesitation in c¢ongratulat-
ing the committee on pursuing the right
course. I do not propose at this stage to
offer any further comments on that maiter,
beyond repeating my gond wishes for the
suceess ol the scheme; and I hope that the
committee will be rewarded by witnessing
that very success as a result of its recom-
mendations.

Just a few words regarding the Perth
Hospital. The matter is one which naturally
concerns me as a4 metropolitan member. In
common with my colleague Mr. Bolton, I
desire to express my vegret that the Minis-
ter saw fit to dispense with the serviees of
the committee which previcusly adminis-
tered the affairs of the Perth Hospital.

The Honorary Minister: The committee
members resigned.

Hon. J. XICHOLSON: They resigned,
the Honorary Minister says; but I think
the conditions were of a nature which left
them no option, No doubt the Government
aceepted the resignations, as the bon. gentle-
man says, We will take it that the members
of the committee resigned. However, we
have to realise that they rendered exccllent
service over a long period. Whilst they may
not have obtained all the results desired or
hoped for, it is to be borne in mind that they
were faced with a most serions position.
During the last few years they had to meet
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a greatly increased expenditure without in-
crease of revenue, not only in the case of
foodstuffs, but also in the cost of wages
and in re-arrangement of conditions for
nurses and others, The position became one
of great difficulty for the committee. I am
quite sure the Minister appreciated—I think
he did give expression to his appreciation
—the services rendered. At the same time
one regtrets that the highly valuable experi-
ence gained in the course of vears by com-
mittee members in charge of an institution
like the Perth Hospital should all be lost,
It is quite true that certain gentlemen have
now been appointed as & board of manage-
ment with an advisory committee. It is to
be hoped that the work of the institution
will continue in the way desired.

The last subject I shall refer to is the first
matter referred to in the Lieut.-Governor's
Spesch—defence. His Excellency’s Speech
mentions that the Government is seeking to
co-operate in every way with the Common-
wealth in this matter, Everyone welcomes
that declaration, and we know that that has
been expressed not once but on many ocea-
sions by the Premier and his Ministers.
However, T would like to know cxactly what
form the co-operation is taking. For ex-
ample, I would have thought that the State
Government, in view of the threatening atti-
tude of certain countries and the risks we
are running here, would have taken some
steps to establish certain types of shelter
for the inhabitants of each large centre.
Take the capital, Perth, as an instance:
there is not one shelter provided, not one.
If co-operation was neceded, it was needed
in that respect. T contend it is not suffi-
cient simply to state that we will co-operate
—and then do nothing. Certain types of
shelter have heen provided in the Old Coun-
try, There is, for instance, the Anderson
shelter; but that is simply to protect against
flying splinters of shell and the like. That
protection was given free to people at Home
who applied for it. Thus they have protec-
tion ngainst flying splinters of shell and so
forth,

There is another question that might be
taken into consideration by the Government,
though I feel that my proposal may not be
practicable in the present state of our fin-
ances. Still, it is something to be kept
prominently in view, something that might
be selected as a work in place of expendi-
ture on, say, sewerage and various other

[COUNCIL.]

things. It is the conversion of our railways
to standard gange for military and other
purposes. I quite admit the diffieulties
existing between the various States, but
unless some State makes n start we are
simply going to palaver and waste time, and
make the position more difficult. Suppose
equipment and guns and other material had
to be transported to Western Australia from
the other side: what diffieulty would be in-
volved in their transport from the East with
the gaoges all different! Of ecourse, that
difficulty was forescen many years ago, bat
I take the opportunity of reminding the
Minister. The suggestion might have eome
from a works committee vears ago. The
conversion of the existing railway to the
standard gauge could be underfaken jnst as
well as some of the other works contem-
pated, and it would give employment to
nen now out of work.

It may be necessary for the Government
to give consideration to legislation. I shall
not mention the subjects which are set out
in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech; but the
Government might have to give considera-
tion to the question of liability for war
damage to property, ete. The matter has
been considered in the Home Parliament.
The subject shonld, I think, be taken
up without loss of time, but I offer no
further comment in this direction at the
present stage. ] have pleasure in support-
ing the motion.

HON. ¢, B, WILLIAMS (South) {8.32]:
I zupport the motion. As the hon. member
who has just spoken closed on the subject
of defence, T would like to say that T hope
the world will retain its sanity, and that
we shall all remain subjeets of the British
Empire. Reference has been made by mem-
bers to the steike at Fremantle. In my
opinion, we should feel kindly disposed to-
wards people in other parts of the world
who have not our temmperament, when we
find our own people cannot settle their dif-
ferenees without recourse to strikes. I say
that definitely as a Labour man. It is re
grettable that emplovers and workers in our
State cannot settle their differences without
a strike. T myself have participated i»
many strikes, my share of the blame
for some of which T suppose I ean
assume, but 1n thoge davse we did
our hest. 1 ean understand why strikes
oecurred when T was a lad, because
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a large percentage of the working classes at
that fime had no education whatever and
was easily led by those who could read and
write. Nowadays, 99 per cent. of our people
can read and write. We should not look
down upon the Germans and Ttalians whe
take up arms for their country, when we
ourselves use the same weapons. We should
scttle our industrial troubles by coneciliation.
After all, the workers of our State have
much for which to thank arbitration and
conciliation; and there is not now the neces-
sity for strikes. Although I stand by the
workers at all times, I think reasonableness
gets one further than does striking. If dif-
ferences are settled amicably, then antagon-
ism on the part of the employer or the
worker vanishes. They shonld settle their
difterenees themselves, or by the intervention
of a third party. I trust I shall always be
able to help my fellow workers, no matter
where they may be, to try to realise that
under our social system both employer and
worker are essential to each other.

Hon. A. Thomson: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: As I have said,
T have participated in strikes and have seen
the misery and suffering that follow in their
wake. Very often the workers have had
to “work off a dead horse” for meny years
after the strike has been setfled. While we
wish that war will not take plaece in Europe,
we should educate our people not to war
with one another.

Hou, A, Thomson: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. Nicholson: Quite right.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I desire to
refer to & matter that affeets my electorate.
Norseman is now about the third largest
mining town in the State. 1t has made
wonderful progress, and the amount of
money spent by speculators in the distriet
is enormous. The water supply has revo-
Intionised the district. Although the Gov-
ernment ecan, according to speeches made
here, build a school to the value of £15,000
in Vietoria Park—I have no objection to
that, I think Vietorin Park is deserving
of the hest it can get—we find that 400
or 500 miles from Perth there is a large
town with a population of 5,000 which bas
not adequate school provision, Despite
the warnings given to the Government by
members for the distriets—the Minister for
Railways (Hon. E. Nulsen), yourself, Mr.
President, Mr. Cornell and myself—the
residents of Norseman threatened to keep
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their children from school because of the
insanitary conditions there, Had the par-
ents taken such action, of course they
would have penalised their children. Mr.
Cornell brought the matter up in this
House, and I wired the Director of Eduea-
tion on receipt of the ‘‘Kalgoorlie Miner’’
of the 9th August, in which I noticed a
resolution that the parents had definitely
decided to stop their children from attend-
ing school, for the reason I have stated.
In my wire I told the Director that the
conditions were disgraceful and disgusting,
and that no Government department ought
to tolerate them. The Director telegraphed
me in reply—I published the telegram in
the ‘‘Kalgoorlie Miner’'—that he had in-
strueted the Inspector of Schools in the
distriet to employ a contractor to do the
necessary work, T must apolegise to the
Minister for Education. He promised to
go to Norseman, but could not do so on
aceount of 1illness. However, it should not
be necessary for a Minister to lravel to
Norseman to ascertain the exact position
for himself. He knows the popnlation of
the town has increased in six years from
240 to 5,000, He must be aware that in
such cirenmstances additional faeilities
are required. It must be remembered that
the prople in the outback districts are still
the pioneers of the State, just as were the
pioncers of the South-West 40 or 50 years
ago. The people in those outback districts
are living under conditions in no way eom-
parable to those of Perth, or of the South-
West or even of the wheat districts, bad as
thev are, so far as finance is concerned. I
understand the work has been put in hand
at the Norseman school, but I shall quote a
letter which T received from the Secretary of
the Dundas Road Board. It reads—

T am instrueted to thank you for vour en-
deavour to bring before the responsible
aunthorities the deplorable conditions prevail-
ing at the State school and the lock-up at
Norseman, and to respectfully request that
you continue those efforts until such time as
the necessity for a more homogeneous build-
ing and provision of manual training and
domestie seience and other privileges, whieh
are available at other schools having an en-

rolment of more than 300 scholars as we have
ut Norseman, is recognised.

The matter of adequate acecommodation at
the school has been brought hefore the
Education Department almost every month
for the past year, but it would appear that
the authorities do not grasp the significance
of the growth and the evidence of stability
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which is reflected in every way, or is it that
just anything is good enough for Norseman?

We are a peaceful lot of citizens but if our
requests do not receive more sympathetic ¢on-
gideration than has been the ease up to date,
I am afraid that more forceful methods will
have to be adopted.

The Minister for Education, together with
the Director of Education, has promised to
visit Norscman in the very near future, and
we would be pleased if you would endeavour
to acecompany them.

With reference to the lock-up some renova-
tions were carried out to the cells but the
conerete floors were not touched, The snr-
face of these floors is broken and the damp-
ness seeps through. Prisoners are expected
to sleep on a. filthy mattress on these floors to
the detriment of their health. I understand
that four new mattresses were supplied to
the police but I do not think that they have
been put in use, although the lock-up is fre-
quently used. Trusting that you will con-
tinue your efforts and are successful in eon-
vincing the Government that Norseman is on
the map and that they are expected to ‘‘sit
up and take notice.’’

The secretary of the board would not write
in that strain unless he had been instructed
to do so by his board. The prisoners to
whom he refers in his communication are
just ordinary men who drink a little adul-
terated milk on Saturdays and sometimés
dry ginger ale that has gone a little hot, and
so affects them. They then naturally get hot

under the collar.

T trust the department will see that justice
is done fo Norseman, particularly when the
Government has, as Mr. Thomson said, spent
a million of money in the metropolitan area.
After all, Norseman produces quite a lot of
revenue by way of the financial emergency
tax and the tax on gold. T trust that in the
future, when schools in the outhack districts
require urgent attention, (he department will
not worry about the cost, but will put the
work in hand at once. We have, unfortun-
ately, many unemployed men who can do
such work.

I now wish to deal with the Kalgoorlie
Hospital, in which the Houorary Minister is
intervested. Children who enter the hospital
as palients are charged 95, a day. T have
interviewed the Minister on this matter, but
up to date do nnt seem to have made much
progress. Adult workers on the mines con-
tribute about £3 12s. per head to the medical
scheme. TFor this payment the worker also
gets medieal treatment, to & certain extent,
for his family. But when the man himself goes
into hospital, he is charged only 6s. 6d.; that
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is to say, the father receives hospital atten-
tion for Gs. 6d. per day, but he must pay
s, per day for his children. That savours
very much of Government methods. Con-
tributors to the A.W.U. medical fund pay
72s5. a year, of which the doetor receives 36s.,
the balanee being for hospital aceommoda-
tion, whivh costs from 6s. 6d. to 7s. per day-
To charze the children of these men 9s. per
day is ridiculous; and it seems to me that
speinlisation of industry will never get ns
anywhere in such circumstances. The wrong
type of person seems to be running Govern-
ment institutions; a type that does not seem
to have an elastie mind.

Member: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I hope some-
thing will he done in the matter.

Reference was made by Mr. Thomson te
the mueh discussed question of assistance
to farmers. I have great sympathy for the
farmers, but I am not in favour of grant-
ing continued assistance to those farmers
who I consider should be removed from
their holdings. It is idle to tell me that a
man who ean grow only 10 bushels of wheat
or less to the aere over a series of years
should be allowed to continue wheatgrow-
ing in that locality. If the State is to be
anddled with charges of millions of pounds
every year to keep men engaged in farming
tnprofitable land, we shall be sadly neglect-
ing our duty to the people. If a mining
town declines, the business people have to
walk out, and if a farmer cannot get satis-
factory results in a certain part of the State,
he should be removed from his holding. I
agree that the farmer should reeeive what
the working man gets, and if the farmer
obtains a return in excess of that, he should
be required to repay to the State any
money that has been advanced to him in
bad times. However, the point I wish to
make is that we should not allow men to
remain on blocks growing 10 bushels or
less to the aere, especially when the
price of wheat is so low. Some far-
mers are getting retarns of 25 or 30
bushels to the acre, znd similar yields are
ohtained in the Eastern States, What hope
then has the farmer who gets only the State
average or even less? We should place him
in another part of the State and help him
to cstablish himself there, instead of con-
tinning to finance him on an unprofitable
block. Much of the land that is held out
of cultivation in the South-West should he
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resumed by the Government so that people
could grow food there under better condi-
tions than those prevailing in parts of the
wheatbelt. I am at all times willing to as-
aist the people on the land because I ap-
preciate that they are the true pioneers of
this country.

As regards the unemployed on the ygola-
fields, 1 contend that we do not get a fair
deal, though we do not make much fuss
about it. When a man is uwnemployed on
the goldficlds the chances are that he will
find work in the course of a few weeks, bw
the Government should at least see that the
men on the goldfields are encouraged to
stay there and find useful oceupations in-
stead of coming to the coast and driving
the Honorary Minister mad with requests to
find temporary work for them. I iold some
of the men engaged on the Norse-
man pipe track who made complaints,
that they were in the best position
of all the nunemployed. They were
travelling through auriferous eouniry, and
in their spare time could undertake pros-
pecting with the chance of finding gold.
Their reply was that if they made a find
the Government would immediately take it
from them. Some of the men have fallen
into a state of mind of thinking there is
0o hope left in life for them.

Years ago I sugpested that the Govern-
ment should utilise the services of unem-
ployed carpenters and other tradesmen for
the building of houses under the Workers'
Homes Board, When our miners go on
strike they are able to finance themselves for
three months without any trouble. If 8,000 or
9,000 men can finance themselves for three
wonths, surely the Government could get
beiter results by utilising tradesmen as |
have indicated. If the Government desires
turther information on the subjeet, I am
prepared to make it available. The Workers'
Homes Board agreed to build 16 houses a
vear in Kalgoorlic and Boulder. None has
been built in Coelgardic or Norseman. Yet
the housing problem is as acute in Norseman
as it is in Kalgoorlie or Boulder. There were
very few houses in Norseman when the min-
ing boom ecame, and some of the people
there are paying 35s. a week rent for a
two-roomed camy. If facilities were given
to the people, two-roomed houses eould be
built and the occupants conld improve them
as opportunity offered.

In Kalgoorlie the Government offered cer-
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tain blocks for sale. Some of them con-
sidered to be worth about £2 were pur-
chased for £105 each. That is where the
speculator stepped in. If a working man
needs a block on which to build a home, he
has no hope of finding £105 for it. The best
remedy I have heard has been offered by the
local governing bodies who suggest that a
lot of the Government blocks available
should be disposed of by ballot instead of
being sold to the highest bidder. Failing
the adoption of some system of that kind
the speculator has the advantage, because
a man cannot pay £105 for a block unless
he is able to erect an expensive house
on it. The Government is supposed
to be a Lahour Government, and is sap-
posed to look after the interests of the
workers, The werkers on the goldfields have
been very loyal to the Government. They
have never wavered in their allegiance to
the party, and at all times have returned
a majority of Labour men. Still, the Gov-
ernment cannot expeet that allegiance to be
continued unless the workers receive proper
consideration. [n saying that [ am not ut-
tering a threat, bul if an election were foreed
on the question of housing aceommodation
at Kalgoorlie, the people might take the
view that the Government was not doing
them justice and supporters of the Govern-
ment might be defeated. We are told that
the Government has no influence over the
board, but we know that the personnel of
any board could be changed if its members
were not amenable to reason. In justice to
the people of the goldfields, further consid-
eration should be given them. We have been
loyal to the party and to the Government,
but our loyalty might be overstrained.
Many years ago I attended a well re-
membered meeting in the Boulder Town
Hall having referenee to the subject of Es-
peranee as the pori for the goldfields. I
recolleet that a libel action followed that

meeting  bheeause  of some allusion by
the “Kalgoorlie Miner” to three rot-
ten sticks. Politicians then desired to

make Esperance a reasonably good port to
serve the goldfields, just as Mr. Thomson
and others are trying to get improved faci-
litics for ports like Albany and Bunbury.
The Government acted after many years,
but rather late. Had the railway been built
in the early days, the trade of the Eastern
Goldfields would have passed through Es-
perance. 1 wish to thank the Chamber of
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Mines, the newly appointed Minister for
Railways, and you, Mr. President, for the
efforts to get interstate ships to call at Es-
perance. The Chamber of Mines has done
particularly good work in this direction.
The Lake View and Star Mine had oil tanks
erected at the port, so that all the oil for
its mine at Boulder, for the Norseman mine
and for other mines now comes via Esper-
ance. We have particularly to thank Mr.
Thorn, of the Lake View and Star Mine, for
the conferring of that benefit on the gold-
fields. A substantial benefit has been con-
ferred by the provision of faeilities to ship
goods through Esperance instead of Fre-
mantle. Business people of Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, however, have not assisted in this
direction as much as counld have been wished.
The progress of Esperance has been retarded
for many years through the existence of dif-
ferences of opinion. Some politicians have
been elected to do a certain job and have
prompftly forgotten all about it. The result
is that there are people at Esperance who
have no outloock worth mentioning. A hboat
calls there occasionally, and goods arrive by
the railway, but of other activities there are
few,

Recently two parties at Esperance re-
quested a transport license to permit them
to run motor lorries from Esperance to
Ravensthorpe, a distance of 120 miles. They
were prepared to cater for passengers and
goods. The present arrangement is to rail
goods to Newdegate, a distance of 306 miles
from Perth, and then transport them by
road, another 87 miles. If we had a service
to Ravensthorpe as well as to Newdegate,
what a benefit it would be to Esperance
in the direction of providing employment!
Permission to start the new service has heen
twice refused because the Transport Board
considers that the presenf service to Newde-
eate is sufficient. One of the storekeepers
at Ravensthorpe conveys his own goods from
Esperance. If a license conld be obtained
for cither of the applicants-—I wounld not
mind if both of them were granted licenses,
hecause that would make for competition—
stores eould be landed at Esperance and then
readily transported the 120 miles by reoad
to Ravensthorpe. At present goods <ent
from the Eastern States are conveyed past
Esperance, a distanee of 400 or 500 miles,
to Fremantle, then railed hack 306 miles fo
Newdegate, and thenee transported by road
another 87 miles to Ravensthorpe.
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I realise that you, Mr. President, are not
in a position to work for this service as are
Mr, Cornell and the Minister for Railways.
In faet, the Minister for Railways finds him-
self in a rather invidious position. He is
the member for the distriet, and, as such,
would like to be free to act with you and
other members. However, ke has also to
consider the other aspect. If we could get
a service to Ravensthorpe, goods eould be
delivered there via Isperance and a saving
of carriage of 400 or 500 miles by sea, and
another 306 miles by rail sould be made at
the expense of an additional 31 miles of
transport by road. I admit that I have no!
interviewed the Chairman of the Transport
Board, but I frust that since I have venti-
lated the maiter in this House, commen
sense will prevail so that the saving I bave
indieated may be effected.

For many years efforts have been made
to induce the shipping companies to make
Esperance a port of call for their boats
coming from the Eastern States. Only after
strenuous efforts have the shipping eom-
panies heen persuaded to grant the request.
Not until we threatened to enforce the pro-
visions of the Navigation Aet or something
of the kind against the shipping companies
did they deign to regard our request seri-
ously. Howcver, when the boat did eall, the
freight charge was loaded to the extent of
10s., though Iater that impost was reduced
to 5s.—this for unloading at Esperance
goods on which a saving of 500 miles of sea
carringe had been effected.

I wish now to refer o Norseman. I am
aware of the Government's diffienlties and
am not under-estimating them. If there is
one thing that would pay the State hand
somely, it is the discovery of a profitable
gold mine. When I was first returned as a
member for South Provinee 11 or 12 vears
ago there were 50 voters for the Legislative
Couneil in Norseman. To-day the num-
ber is between 800 and 900, and T
can safely say that the number of
clectors for the Assembly exceeds 2,000.
A large town has sprung up within a few
vears. But for the water supply that js
conveyed from Mundaring the town would
be in n sad plight.

Mining was condocted at Ravensthorpe
for many years. The ore, however, was so
permeated with copper that it was diffienlt
to treat. TIn the early days smelting works
were established there, but were sold to a
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man named Hoffman at a low price. He
made a considerable profit, and then pulled
down the works, to the detrimenf of the
district. Mining is the industry there that
shows the greatest profit and offers the hest
avenue for employment, I understand that
if adequate means for the treatment of ore
were provided at Ravensthorpe, a large
number of men could be employed in mining
there. A plant is required for the proper
treatment of ore, so that it may be re-
duced from six-ton to one-ton concentrates.
The ore would then have to be conveyed
to Esperance and transhipped to Port
Kembla for further treatment. The gold
and copper would be extracted there.

This would mean that a vessel would eall
more regularly at Esperance; and, instead
of unemployed being seen around Perth,
Harvey and other places in search of work,
they could, get employment at Ravensthorpe.
The men themselves would be making work
for others and assisting the State to get out
of the mire. We know what has happened
at Wiluna and other mining céntres in re-
cent years as a result of assistance ren-
dered to those districts. When he was lsst
in Norseman, the Minister for Mines pro-
mised to visit Ravensthorpe. Owing to the
rain, however, he was unable to do so, but
hoped to visit the distriet as soon as weather
conditions improved. I am informed that
the roads are now in good order, and trust
the Minister will earry out his promise at
an early date. In some instances the Gov-
ernment has wasted money on sustenance
works, and so would be better advised to
engage in works that will yield a profitable
return. Had not the Government put money
into Wiluna, into Baylex's at Coolgardie,
and the Sons of Gwalia Mine, the industry
would not be in ils present prosperous
state. In those times, gold was worth little
more than £4 an ounce, whereas its value
to-day exceeds £10 an ounce. The Govern-
ment is looking for means wherchy to em-
ploy the people. We know that goldmining
is the most paying occupation available to
any worker. Assistance rendered by the
Government to certain mining distriets
would undonbtedly benefit the State and
improve the financial position generally.

Hon. J, Cornelt: On the Phillips River
goldfields the deepest shaft is only 380ft.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: That i3 so. T
arrived in the State about 30 years ago, and,
three years afterwards, work practieally

427

ceased at Ravensthorpe. The industry there
then began to decline. It may yet be neces-
sarv to run a railway through to Ravens-
thorpe for transport purposes.

I thank members for their kindness to me
in the last two or three years, during which
I have not been in the hest of health.
Whether or not I shall be with them next
year remains to be seen. I ean only hope
that we shall all be here,

I wish to refer to the trucking arrange-
ments for cattle in and aronnd Kelgoorlie.
In the early days, restrictions were imposed
upon travelling cattle for the protection of
the North-West herds. Now that cattle

are eoming from the South-West, as
well as from the Great Southern
and the Eastern States, the same

necessity for protection no longer exists.
Cattle arrviving from the Eastern States are
unloaded at Parkestown. They are trans-
ferred to trucks on the State line, and
taken a distance of four miles to within
two miles of the gbattoirs. They are then
put into a race, whieh ecrosses the main
Coolgardie-Perth road, and in that way
travel to the abattoirs, The system is shp-
posed to prevent the spread of disease
amongst ofther cattle, but it is a stupid one.
The Commonwealth Government has offered
te put down a third rail, so that the cattle
might be run to the abattoirs, but objec-
tion wes raised to that suggestion,

Hon. J. Cornell: The arrangement is a
big joke.

Hon. €. B, WILLIAMS: Yes. I drew
the attention of the Minister to the mat-
ter, and he wrote me stating that the cat-
tle trucking arrangements at Kalgoorlie
were under consideration. At the Kal-
goorlie railway station, cattle yards are
already available, but are in a bad state
of repair and it is useless to spend money
on reconstructing them. The present sys-
tem undoubtedly adds to the cost of meaf.
The Kalgoorlic and Boulder butchers are
anxious for something to be done to improve
the situntion, but do not desire money to be
wasted on the yards at the Kalgoorlie sta-
tion. Apparenily the Agricultural Depart-
ment, or some other department, objects to
the ecattle being sent straight to the abak-
toirs. When the beasts arrive from the
Sonth-West they are driven through the
streets a distanee of three or four miles,
which is a stupid arrangement. If by
smooging to members of Caunens—subjeet
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to my health being good—I had be-
come a Minister, I would certainly
have made someone smart over this ques-
tion, The officials would never have been
able to put a tin-pot system like that over
me at the expense of the people.

Apart from anything else, there iz con-
siderable danger in allowing eattle to run
throungh a hig city like Kalgoorlie. The
yards at Binduli, opposite the abattoirs,
are wonderfully pood. Instead of the cat-
tle being shunted off at Binduli straight
to the abattoirs, they have to be trucked
to the Kalgoorlie yards and run through
the streets. XNo wonder our railways do
not pay, and people look upon politicians
as ‘‘mutts.”’ I shall be very disgusted if
the Minister falls for the tricks either of
the Agricultural Department or of the
Railway Department. New yards are not
needed at Kalgoorlie, and to repair the
existing ones would be a waslte of money.
The other yards to whieh 1 have veferred
are good enough for the wild ecattle eom-
ing from the North-West and South Aus-
tralia, Apparently the authorities fear
that something might be drepped on the
ground that would poisen the other cattle,
notwithstanding that praetieally all the
beasts concerned are en route for the ahat-
toirs. The cows belonging to my dairymen
“swap spits” with the cattle at the
abattoirs, and there is no means of pre-
venting it. We talk about the socialization
of industry, yet we allow stupid things
like that to go on, If no notice is taken
of the representations that have been made
T hope I shall be well enough to pursue
another course. The people of Kalgoorlie
ought not te be put to all this extra ex-
pense. My chief eoncern is that the State
shall carry on and become prosperous. 1
am not concerned ahout high wages so long
as we get sufficient wages.

Hon. J. Cornell: The present system
eauses the bullocks to deteriorate.

Hon, ¢, B, WILLIAMS: Yes. The sys-
tem is desioned to ensure that cattle from
the South-West shall not- go into the race
that the North-West and South Australian
hullocks went into probably six months
before. So it is that they are unfrucked
four miles away, and have to be driven
through the streets of Kalgoorlie.

Another matter to which T wish to refor
is the proposed Jewish settlement in the
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Xorth-West. 1 have no desire to speak
disrespectinlly of the community in ques-
tion, but would suggest that there must
he something wrong with people who are
driven ont of other countries. Members
may reeall the incident of the woman of
TU years of age who, on arrival in Auns-
tralia said, ‘*Thank God, I am in a free
country.’” Apparently it took her 70 years
to get here, and she must bave spent more
than the annual earnings of an ordinary
worker on the journey, as she came by
air to Darwin. The North, if it is to
be populated, must be peopled by those
who will not live on others. We do not
want a repetition of that which is going
on and has been going on for countless
vears in Hurope.

When I was in the mining industry some
35 years ago I did not see more than fiva
Jews and three Greeks at work in the
mines. I eare not what people go to the
North so long as they are hard workers,
will intermarry, and hecome fine Austra-
lian citizens. There is a settlement in the
South-West ecomprising people who are
growing tobacco.  Many Italians and
Slavs are to be found amongst them,
but as they marry and have children,
the descendants will he Australians. Tn
the mining industry, foreigners inter-
married with ¢the local people. anl
thus many good Australians eame into
being. If we are to have a Jewish settle-
ment in the North, let us use the same safe-
guards as if the setllers were Japanecse
or Chinese. Should they leave that ter-
ritory, they should be forced to refurn to
their country of origin. Thanks to bounti-
ful rains, eur producers of potatoes, onions
and vegetables have lately had good prices
for their commodities. Members of Parlia-
ment, unless they are blind, must be seized
of the faet that foreigners are controlling
all our fruit and vegetable shops, For many
vears these shops have been in the control
of foreigners.

Hon. J. Cornell: And froek shops as
well,

Hon. (. B. WILLTAMS: Yes. We do
not want this country te be built up nnder
the svstem that has heen oncouraged 1n
Geormany and other European countries. I
hope T shall not live to see that sort of thing
in Ausiralia. Our echildren will, and I cer-
tainly nhjeet tn that. T shall certainly raize
my voice against any such plan that may
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result in the children of Australians being
foreed to be drawers of water and hewers
of wood, while others are permitted to live
on vested interests and, retaining their
original nationality, refuse to become Aus-

tralians in sentiment and outlook. These
are the people who control Rassia.
If anything of the sort is proposed

here, I shall see to it that the people know
what is suggested and, if they approve. they
will do so with their eyes open. I agree
with Mr. Tuckey in his contention that, be-
fore anything is done in the matter, Par-
liament should be consnlted. I certainly am
not conservative in my views, but I sincerely
trust that in the event of Parliament being
constlted, all members holding conservative
views will he present and will see that the
Commonwealth is populated with people
who will marry Australians, people
who will forget their race and be-
come good Australians. Most of us, in the
enjoyment of the freedom of our natiom,
have forgotten what our ancestors were 100
vears ago. We are proud of the traditions
. of our country, which we must endeavour to
maintain in the future. I thank members
for the patient hearing they have given me
and trust the motion will be earried.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
hate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.17 p.m.

. ing the Minister for Police:
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TRANSPORT, LAKES -

AREA, NEWDEGATE.
Mr. STUBBS asked the Minpister for
Works: 1, Have tenders been let for the

new transport service to serve settlers in the
Lakes Area cast of Newdegate? 2, If so,
who were the suecessful tenderers? 3, Was
the lowest tender accepted?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, In view
of the absence of data as to quantities of
goods and numbers of passengers likely to
be offered for transport, the Transport
Board arranged a temporary serviee for
three months with the contractor who did
the wheat carting during the 1938-39 wheat
delivery scason. Information gained from
the operation of this temporary service will
be used in making a more permanent ar-
rangement.

QUESTION—TRAFFIC DANGERS,
STIRLING BEIGHWAY,

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister represent-
1, Have any
further precautions heen taken recently to
minimise traffic dangers along BStirling
Highway? 2, Are any further measures
that might be taken held up by lack of
finance?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: 1, All preeautions possible
with the facilities available are taken to
minimise traffie dangers, and incrensed motor



