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session will prove beneficial to all the people
of the State.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILLS (13)-FIRST READING,

1. C'ontraceptives.
Introduced lItv the 2linister for Hlealth.

2. Reserves (NO. 1).
fIntrmluved by the Premier (for the

2[irister for Lands,).
:3, 'Metropolitani Milk Act Amendment.
4, Plo it Diseases Act Amendment.
5, -Noxious Weeds Act Amendment.

Iniroduced by the Minister for Works
(t the Minister for Agriculture).

6, Life Assurance Companies Act Amend-
inlent.

Introduced by the Minister for Labour.
7, Eighits in Water and Irrigation Act

Amendment.
Inotroduced by the Minister for Works.

8, Qualification of Electors (Legislative
Council).

Introduced by the Minister for Justice.
9, Railway' Level Crossing.-S

_L). Traomwavs Purchase Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Rail-

ways.
11, Inspection of Machinery Act Amend-

mient.
Itroduced byv the Minister for -Mines.

12. Workers' Compensation Act Amend-
luent.

I atrtduieed by the M1inister for Labour.
13, Swan River Improvement Act Amrned.

nmeet.
Cotroduced by the Minister for Works.

House adjourned at 9.35 p.m.

Wfednesday, 30th August, 1939.
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The PRESIDEN\T took the Chair at 1.30
pnm., and read prayers.

MOTION-METROPOLITAN MILK ACT.

To Disallowr Rtgulations.
Deba te resumed from the previous (lay

oni tile following motion by Hont. C. F.
Baxter (East) :-

That Regulations 102, 103, 104, and 105,
iand new Sixth Schedule made under the
Metropolitan 'Milk Act, 1932-1936, as pubh-
lialieci in the "SGovernment Gazette'' on the
9th June, 1939, and laid onl the Table of the
House onl the 8th August, 1939, be and are
hereby disallowed.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
r4.35] ,It is not my intention to allow this
motion to be dealt with before I have made
a few comments concerning it. Ever since
the Metropolitan Milk Act was placed on
the statute-book I haove been keenly inter-
ecteil in it . Members who knewv of the
acute conditions appertaining to the whole
milk industry prior to the paissing of that
legislation will agree that it has brought
-reat beniefit to those concerned. If we cast
our minds back to 1933 we will recall that
muany of the il k ]producers were in a pre-
various po~ition. Milk was being purchased
-it prie.~ below the cost of production. For
a great man1 fy peoplie, particularly those liv-
ing in, the vicinity of the Peel Estate, the
outlook was very poor. The passing of the
Act removed nmns of the disabilities from
which the producers were suffering. The
industry has beeni stabilised, and the pro-
ducer is getting a livelihood, but perhaps
not as great as should be expected when wve
take into account the retail price. Too big
a gap between the price paid to the pro-
ducer and that which the consumer is callea
upon to pay seems to exist. Apparently
that is brought about by high overhead
chavrges. If these regulations do anything
thev should effect a reduction in such charges
andi make for at cheaper supply, to the great
lnasses of the pl~e who hove to pulrchase
mil1k every day.
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To arrive at a decision on this matter I
have asked myself a few questions. What
is iong with the regulations; will they
benefit anylone anid ivhom, or will they
jpenallise anyone a jid whomn I have also
ask d myself whether these regulations con-
4 itute a.n usurpation of the functions of
the Arbitration Court. With tile last-
inlandi question I will deal later. Yesterda y
afternmoon the Honorary M~iinister went to
some length to show the very marked dis-
parity between tie morning and afternoon
deliveries. Until recently I had not taken
much notice of such incidents. Within the
la-t week or so, however, I have imde
iiiquiriie anid looked around the a rea
wherein I. live. I could neither find nor
hear of any demand for a second die-
livery, neither have I seen the vehicles of
milk vendors in the streets during the after-
noon. That disposes of one query. The
next point is that althouigh a few letters
have appeared in the newspapers, there does
not sem to be any- real weight of evidence
against the hoaird's proposals. The matter
having been questioned in the House a very
definite reaction might have been expected.
I mane bip rather unfortunate, but I cannot
truthifully say that I have noticed any
eividence of reaction aigainst the regulaitions.
Apparently the people are satisfied that one
delivery of milk each day in a climate such
,as we enj1 .oy is fiuite sufficient, and they
biave not takei advanitage of the course open'
to them for years. They have not taken
action, except in a comparatively few in-
stances, to secure afternoon deliveries. Con-
sequently that phase has alppealed to me.
One obj1:ection raised was that hospitals, the
sick and institutions where, milk was con-
sunnedl in great quantities, would require P
second delivery' each day. That is provided
for, so that objection, too, is done away
with.

H~on. C. F. Baxter: Provided a permit '-s
applied for.

U~na. W. J. MANN: If the position is
likely' to operate all the time, then the writ-
1ne for a permit is of no great
moment. If the requirement is of an
extraordinary nature, then the fact of
liavinLr to apply for a permit would amount
to nothing more than is necessary ii' regpeet
of other matters concerningl which we may
desire to overcomue the lemiands of pre-
qv(ribed re-milation.

Now I comte to the point that raised con-
sidlerLable doubt in 1)y3 mind. I have perused
thle 2 letropolitan M1ilk Act carefully, and
in view of Section 36 that this .House
approved when it passed that leg-islation, I
cannot agree that the 'Minister has at-
tempted to usurp any of the powers of the
Arbitration Court, as was alleged against
him. If I am wrong in the conclusion I
have arrived at, then surely that is evidence
of the necessity for members to lit munL.

morecarfulin providing powers under
legishlion than they have been in t~:e past.

Hon. J. Nicholson : Does not thle lion.
member think that if we had intended to
give such power, that intention would have
been expressly stated"

Hon. IV. J. MIANN: If our intention had
been not to provide such plowers, tile section
should have been worded differently. We
must be careful in the future to mlake sure
that a section providing- power for the
making of r-cgulations cannot 1ic liscOll-
strued in the direction sugg~ested by Mfr.
Nicholson.

Hlon. C. F. Baxter: You admit the sec-
tion in this instance has been misconstrued ?

Hon,. W. -1. MANN: I do not admit any
such thing. Section 36 of the Metropolitan
Milk Act deals with the powers and func-
tions of tile boared, andt Section 38 sets ou-t
that the Mfinister may' make regulations to
enable the board effectually to perform and
carry out its powers. Section 36 is a long
one, and extenids over three pages. Sulb-
settion (1) sets out, inter alia, that "sub-
ject to this Acet, the hoard is hiereby eharged
with tie following muatters:

(e) the suply . saleI a nd distribution of
milk to consumers in the metropolitan area."*

The word "supply' is niost pertinent. T
interpret the word to mean that it gives
the board power to determine when the
supply' shall be--once, twvice, oi three times
a day.

Hon, JT. Nicholson: That seems at very
wide interpretation.

Iloii. W1. J. MANN : Still, that is my im-
pression.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I a pleased von are
not lily legal adviser.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Oin this occasion at
least I would not like to have 'Mr. Baxter as
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a client. rrhejl we find paragraph (f) con-
tains the following provision:-

(f) the transport, carriage aid eonvcynte
of milk produced in dairy areas.
Does that not provide for the conveyance
of milkt If not, what does it mean? Here
we find the board has power to "supply,"
and then to "convey." To me the mean-
lug, of those provisions is most clear. I
charge 'Mr. Baxter and Mr. -Nicholson with
reading into them something that was not
intended.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You arc the one who
is reading into them something that is not
correct.

Hon. W. J. M1ANN: At any rate, that is
my view. If the words I have referred to
mean anything at all, it is, in plain Eng-
lish, that the board is entitled to regulate the
supply and conveyance of milk. If they do
not mean what I claim, what does the convey-
Rauce of milk mean? I have paused for a
reply, but none is forthcoming. Mlembers wvill,
I think, concede that I have alwvays been very'
jealous of the powers of the Arbitration
Court and have taken great care to make
my position clear when I thought the Gov-
ernment or anyone else was endeavouring
to get behind the Act or the court. If I
felt that there was anything of that nature
implied in the regulations, my decision
now would be very different. I definitely
contend that the action the board has taken
is fully justified by the wording of the Act.
If I am wrong, that merely proves how
much more careful we must be in future
when enacting provisions of this nature. I
have already' drawn attention to the length
of Section 36 and had we added another
paragraph setting out that the powers fur-
nished the board should not refer to the
Arbitration Court, the passing of the Act
would not have been endangered. That
course was not adopted. If my interpreta-
tion of the words I have quoted is correct,
there is nothing more for me to do except
to vote against the motion, which I intend
to do.

On motion by Hon. J. Mt. 5lacfarlanc,
dobate adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Troth Da.

Ihbate resumed from the prevous day.

EON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.50] : There is an old saying, "Uneasy lies

the head that w~ears a Crown." With some
justice it can be said that the responsibility
resting upon those occupying prominent ad-
ministrative positions in the British Empire
is certainly exceedingly great. Never in our
history has so much anxiety concerning the
future been experienced by those guiding the
destiny of the Empire. Air. Chamberlain and
his Ministers have my sympathy in the dif-
licuilties with which thecy are faced in their
endeavour to ensure the peace of the world
atud to prevent the Empire from being in-
volved in wvar. Turning to Australia, the
problems facing the Federal Cabinet are
very serious indeed; its domestic responsi-
bilities and the difficulties associated with
defence are equally great. The Government
of Western Australia has also to contend
with serious difficulties. I appreciate the
immense task that the State Government has
to perform, and I hope that a greater spirit
of co-operation with the Commonwealth
Government will be manifested.

Member: That spirit has been exhibited.

Hlon. A. THOMS1ON: Before I finish I
will endeavour to indicate that in certain
directions that spirit is not being shown. I
should likc to see genuine and close co-opera-
(ion between all parties during the life of
this seventeenth Parliament. While on oc-
casion I shall probably he compelled severely
to criticise the administrative policy of the
Cabinet, I will endeavour to be fair and to
support any' measure Ihe Government intro.
(luces that is designed to promote the well-
being of the State as a whole.

A perusal of the LieaL-Governor's
Speech, and particularly that portion re-
ferring to the financial position, occasions
me, as it probably occasions the Government,
considerable anxiety. In view of the par-
Ious position of the wheat and pastoral
industries and last year's deficit of
£220,442, there does not seem to be much
hope of the ledger being balanced during
the coming year. Increased taxation is
forecast by the Federal Goierninent. In
our own State, the amalgamation of the
financial emergency and income taxes is
proposed, and I am afraid that will prob-
ably mean increased taxation for the citi-
zens of Western Australia. May I venture
to suggest that in preparing the measure
for an amalgamation of those twvo taxes
the Government will endeavour as far as
possible to spread the burden of taxation
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evenly, so that every citizen will pay his
or her fair share. One of the serious
problems facing the State Government is
the deplorable position of the wheat in-
dustry. So far, the conference of inter-
state representatives being held in the
Eastern States has not produced any tang-
ible results, but I hope that ultimately as
a result of the meetings that have taken
place the Federal and State Premiers will
evolve some scheme that will in a measure
ho satisfactory to the wheat farmers of
the Commonwealth and especially those of
this State.

I should like to see our wheatgrowers
placed in a position comparable with that
enjoyed by farmers in Canada, the Argen-
tine and the United States where growers
have been guaranteed 3s. 31/d. a bushel.
For some time past Great Britain has been
subsidising, to the extent of £2 an acre, the
conversion of grass lands into wheatgrow-
ing areas. Whent the condition of the
wheat industry in the countries I have
mentioned is compared with that of the
industry in this State, and we consider the
alarmingly low price that is being offered
to our wvheatgrowers to-day, we cannot
help feeling that our farmers are justified
in asking for better consideration to be
given to their plight and for a definite
assurance that tile industry will receive
assistance commensurate with that which
has been accorded to secondary industries
in the Commonwealth in past years. M%,r.
Craig referred to figures that were quoted
recently by 'Mr. Tcasdale, president of the
Primary Producers' Association, figures
that were submiittcd to Mr. Bruce when
hie was Prime Minister, and which
showed that in 20 years the wheat indus-
try had contributed no less thani
£7i4,000,000 to the secondary industries of
Australia. Let us consider also the value
of the wheat industry% not only to wheat-
growers. in Western Australia but to the
State as a whole. During the 10 years
endled the 39th June, 1938, the value of
wheat exported from Western Australia
was no less than ;C46,698,035, or an average
per year of £4,069,803 of new wealth
created hy that industry each year dur-
ing the last decade. If we consult figures
prepared by the Acting Commnissioner of
PJailways, we discover that the freight
collected on wheat during the last finan-

cial year equalled 21.3 per cent. of the total
amount received in freight by the depart-
nieat. That 21.3 per cent. was made up
of 17.78 per cent. freight on wheat and
3.55 per cent. onl special grain.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The total freight?

Hon. A. THO.MSON: Yes. That shows
that the railways alone during the last fin-
ancial year collected from the industry no
less a sum than £574,294. 1 have quoted
these figures to show that in my opinion
the fixing of a reasonable price for wheat
is not only a Federal matter but a ques-
tion of vital importance to Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do not forget that
there are wharfage and other charges as
well.

lion. A. THOMNSON: Yes, I have not
touched enl those. I am dealing with the
one phase to show what the railways of
the State have derived from the wheat iii-
dustry alone. If the industry goes out of
existence, not only will the State lose the
amount I have quoted, namely, £4,666,803,
hut thc Railway Department will lose over
half at million in freight. When I mention
that it is estimated that each farmer pro-
vides for seven persons5 in employment, one
can realise the enormous value of the
wheat industry, and so if it goes out of
existence it will mean not only a very
severe financial loss to the farmers, who
are actively engaged in it, but the effect
will be disastrous on the State as a wvhole.
Therefore, evert if it meains increased taxa
tioai, the industry must be assisted. Some
years ago we passed the financial emer-
gency tax for the purpose of assisting
those who, unfortunately, wore out of em-
ploymiemt. The Goverinment would he jus-
tified in imposing special taxation to ass9ist
the industry if only to protect its own
revenue. Wheat to-day is at a price whichi
is the lowest recorded in the world's his-
tory, and yet wve find that there have been
no reductions whatever made in the
charges imposed on those engaged in grow-
ing the commodity. The railway charges,
the handling and other charges are
exactly the samne, and we find that the in-
dustry which has created so much wealth
is in a very parlous condition. I commend
the Premier for declaring that the task of
financing a fair price belongs to the Com-
mon wealth aid for expressing the State's

407
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wilIthiguer.s to provide about £200,000 as
its quota, towards assisting the growers in
WXestern Australia. le could hare gone
mnuch further in the direction of doing
Justice to a section of the community
requiring ilsstallre at the present time.
It i' bad not offered to assist, he
would bare bren remiss in his duty as Pre_-
inier, and would certainly hare shown a
lack of sympathy and failure to realise his
responsib~ility to a big section (if our com-1
iitity. I cannot, however, congratulate

th2 Premier of Victoria, who so stremi-
oi-sAy objected to his State contributing onl
a populattion basis, so that Western Aus,-
tralia might derive the benefit to which it

Mas lititled. One would have thoughit that
aI mail like Mr. Dunstan, the Premier of
Victoria, a Country Party representatiri.
occupying the highest positin in the State,
would have been more generously disposed
towards a State like ours on such an im-
portant matter. In support of this asser-
tion T propose to show that Mr. Dunstan's
attitude was in very bad taste indeed. In
the early nineties hundreds of Victorians
were starved out of that State. I was one
of them. There werel 110 opportu n ities at
:Ill for earning aI living iii Victoria at that
time, and there is no gainsaving the fart
that the discovery of gold in Western Aus,-
tralia nafterially assisted to re-estalblish the
State of Victoria.

Homt G. W,. Miles: Thousands. not
hundids, caine over here front Victoria.

Jfoic. Ak. THOMSON: Yes, I should have
said thousands, but I ami modest. I reniem-
her the difficulty that wns experienced by
all1 who wvere- anxious to move to Wes;tern
Australia in gettinz accommodation on thie

eststhat were sailing to this State. One
had to hook at longr time ahead, mid when
the vclsJ did leave 'Melbourne, til' pias-

f31eWce closelyN ptueked ill almost
every- part of the shipl. To-day people
would not for a mioment suibmit to thle dis*
comfort that was experienced by thos e
people who at that time were so keen on
migrating to Western Australia. They all
earne lhere becausev it was a place where it
wvas lpo'5i1)l to earn a living, and from
wher e they Cold provide for the reqluire-
ments of thle women and children who were
left behind. I ant sure von, -Mr. President.
and othevr miember, will remember that inl
tho-cv dbtvs 111,t1Y thou.,niil' ofP ptmnnd were
sent over veh month to Victoria by war.

of money orders. During the ten year;
ended inl 1905 no less4 a sum than
£2,456,000 was sent from this State throughn
the money order office alone, to assist to
keep the women and children in Victoria
unitil such time as the breadwinners were
able to save enough to bring them to We~t-
era Australia. That was an enormous sum
of money, averaging each year, as it did,
over a period of 10 years £248,000. En-,
the 20 years ended December, 1915, the
total sent to Victoria throngh the money
order office alone was £C4,028,000. M-%enl were
working- in Western Australia and wvere
koeping their wives and families in Victoria.
Ii that was not helping Victoria during-
its years of adversity, I should like to knowv
what it was. What 'Western Australia did
for Victoria then shows that our State was
a little more generous towards Victoria than
Victoria is towards us to-day. Mr. Dunstan
refused to allow his State to assist Western
Australia.

I congratulate the Government on its
desire to establish sec!ondary industries onl
a larger scale, and while on this subject I
will show what Victoria is receiving from
usa at the present time. For the 10) years
endied December, 1938, Victoria exported
to Western Australia goods of the value of
£E45,105,000, or an annual average. of
£4,510,800. Let us now take the cost of
labour in the manufacture of those goods.
I have taken the vry- low estimate of 31)
per cent., and I do not include raw material,
e-lectric cunrrvnt, repairs. etc., which would
also provide work. In wages alone, there-
fore, I estimate that in that period Vie-
toriai had from us £1l,353,240 per annum. T
trust that thle Premier of Victoria will have
these figures sent to him, so that hie may
ponder over them and reconsider his atti-
tifie towards Western Australia. To-day
Western Australia is finding full time em-
ploymnt in Victoria for no fewer than
6,506 pi'rsons at the rate of £4 a week. That
is; the position that now exists% as a result
of goods imported into Western Australia
front Victoria. Yet the Premier of that
State c-onsiders there is no reason why his
people should help Westorn Australian
wheatevowe0wrs.. I wish we were in the
happy position of ereetiiig a barrier azain-t
that State to dJebar Victorian goods from
eoinn here. Mr. Dunstan would then
probably wake up to find thant the number
of unemployed in Vietoria was incieaqing
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mapidlv. I was hoping that the question of
-ssistance to wheatgr;owers would be dis-
eus-ed at the conference in anything but a
parochial manner, really in a spirit of true
-tatesmnanship. We expect men occupying
high and responsible positions to have a
broad outlook. Our desire is to stabilise the
price of wheat and we realise-I do at any
rate-that if we are to do that it will mean
a restriction of the area under crop. I am
not going- to say that the amounts suggested
.should Ile provided by the Commonwealth
Government, namely, £2,000,000 and
£E3,500,000 from the flour tax plus £1,500,000
to be contributed by the States, are sufficient.
T strenuously resent any attempt to make
the stabilisation of our wheat the subject
matter of political intrigue. I am address-
ing these remarks particularly to the Coun-
try Party Premier of Victoria because he
has not approached this question with a de-
sire to arrive at a reasonable compromise.
lie has out-Hitlered Hitler, because Hitler
definitely says, "I will not waive my v w.
The Premier of Victoria, walks out of the
conference which has been called to discuss
an important question. Surely it should
have been possible for all to si around the
table at the conference and discuss a
matter of such vital importance to the Com-
mionwealth and States and to arrive at a
colzlilon understanding and( agreement
whereby' the wheatgrower might at least be
given some hlope. The Prime -Minister
when here said, "So forl as I am concerned,
T will give you a definite answer: and I
hope that a price will be fixed in August."
As far as I rum able to judge, the Prime
Minister has endeavoured to fulfil his part
of the obligation. At least he has made an
offer. That offer having been made, ,,rely
it was a matter for negotiation. The Pre-
miers might have said to Mr. Mfengies, "Two
millions is not enough; we must have more."
Had the Victorian Premier adopted the
same attitude as was adopted by our Pre-
mlier, whom I congratulate on his action,
there would have been some opportuntiy to
arrive at a compromise. But there is the
position. I am afraid when I call to mind
the old saving, "Between two stools von
eome to thle ground." If an election' is
forced, as; hoped by some, then, in view of
the world's preseiit position, I do not knowv
where Western Australian whcatg-rowers
-will hle. They cannont carry onl with the
pr-eint low price of wheat.

Honl. JI. Nicholson: That is the grave
danger.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. It has caused
me much anxiety. I do hope people gencer-
ally will realise that a stable price for wheat
is of serious importance not only to the
ferming community lbut also to residents of
thle metropolitan area, seeing that the w'..eat
industry provides more work and creates
more wealth than any other of our indus-
tries wvith thle sole exception of gold. The
amazing feature is that our gold soars while
our w~heat becomes unsaleable. I trust that
.sweet reasonableness will be the ultimate
result of the conference taking place in the
East, and that some definitely better price
will be fixed than that which rules to-day.
'What is at present suggested is that far-
mers should be offered, with the current
price of wheat, 10d. per bushel approx-
mnately, assistance which will make a total
price of Is. 10d. or is. 101/2d. Under such
conditions it is impossible for fanners to
carry onl. As I stated earlier, the situation
is so menacing that additional money must
ble found if thle wheat industr -y is to be kept
alive; and if necessary the additional money
will have to he found by increased taxation,
if only as a temporary expedient. I have
strongly criticised the Victorian Premier be-
cause I had hoped that be, as a representa-
tive of the Country Part-yp would at
least have endeavoured to bring about the
showing of a spirit of compromise and a
broader outlook, in place of being mostly
concerned about his owvn particular State
of Victoria.

Coming now to our Government's policy,
I strongly support somne items, hut naturally
disaqrree with others. I commend the Gov-
ernmnent's desire to foster industries already
established here, and to encourage the intro-
duction of other industries. I am entirely
convinced] that the 'Minister for Industrial
Development, Mr. Hawke, sincerely desires
to achieve success in his efforts to induce
the establishment of new industries in WVest-
ema Australia. T fear, however, that under
the present conditions thle 'Minister is some-
what optimistic, as another member has
already remarked. In my view. until the
COr-ernmeut exhibits at change of heart and
of policy' it is placing upon Mr. Hawke's
shoulders a task almost impossible of execu-
tion. Mr. Baxter in his speech quoted the
crcat disparity between charges for work-
ers' compensation insurance here and simi-
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tar insurance in the Eastern States. The
lion, member proved wihat a severe handicap
Western Australia has to carry in that re-
spect. I feel sure members will agree with
the clear expositioni of the manufacturer's
position given by Mr. Bolton. The bon.
member showed what little encouragement
had been offered to the establishment here
of industries such as lie and others are more
especially interested in. Why does the Gov-
erment deem it essential that the entire
manufacture of railway carriages and trucks
and trolley buses should be assigned to the
Midland Junction workshops? I east no
reflection on that Government enterprise.
The work done at Midland Junction is of a
character of which we have every reason to
be proud. But surely, if the Govern-
ment sincerely desires the establishmnent of
secondary industries in Western Australia
it should encourage the private manufacture
of omnibuses, railway carriages and so
forth, which I ain sure would he comparable
to the products of the Midland Junction
workshops. There is this additional advan-
tage in my proposal: if we encourage the
establishment of such industries here, they
not only provide employment outside the
Government, but also pay rates and taxes,
which Government departments escape. The
Rvailwa Department has even contrived to

eaepayment of ordinary road board rates
on railway lands, on the plea that these Arc
Government property. From that aspect
p~articularly, private enterprise should re-
cive more encouragement than has been
granted to it ini the past. The Government
claims to be sincerely desirous of establish-
iag private industries in thle State, hut its
policy and its action., arc opposed to that
desire.

Last week I asked the Honorary "Minister
the following question:

What is the estimiated cost of-I, Perth
Technical School additions; 2, new Victoria
Park State School; 3, Hleatheote Mental Re-
ception Home additions: 4, Hospital for In-
sante, Claremont, additions; 3, Government
offices, Perth; 6 (a) King Edward 'Memorial
Hospital additions; (b) east to date of such
additioas; 7, Perth Hospital?

This is the reply I received-

1, £44,500. 2, 0l,0010. 3, £15,000. 4,
126,10. 5, Estimate not yet prepared. 6,
(a) £70,000; (b) £70,000 (approx.). 7, Perth
Hospital: Estimated cost of complete scemere,
£765,000; estimated cost of portion now heing
proceeded with, £4-45,000.

There is the work just completed at the King
Edward Memorial Hospital at a cost of
£70,000, plus the additions at the Perth Hlos-
Pital, which cost £320,000. Thus we find
that the Government has embarked on the
erection of buildings in the metropolitan
area alone estimated to cost £930,000. Go'-
erment engineers and Government archi-
tect;, after all, are only human. When work
is to be done by day labour they must pro-
tedt themselves by making liberal allowance
for contingencies. On the other hand, if
tenders are called and if on every occasion
the lowest tender is accepted, its acceptance
means that the Government and this Parlia-
ment know what the work will cost. The
Government's present policy is not in the
interests of the workers themselves, because
they have Arbitration Court awards; and
certainly union officials are vigilant to see
that awards are carried into effect. If any
breaches of awards occur, action is taken.
Therefore the position of the workers them-
selves cannot be any wvorse, if no better,
under contract than under day labour con-
ditions. When onl day labour the men receive
the rates fixed by arbitration awards; if any
overtime is worked, they are Paid extra. As
that principle applies to departmental wvork,

sit applies to contract work. In effect,
the Government asks the Chief Architect to
submit estimates. I am now speaking: on a
subject of which I have had a lifelong ex-
perience. I am not talking theoretically,
but practically, and of what I know. If I
were Chief Architect and wvere asked to sub-
mit all estinate for work which was to be
clone departmentally, I would nece.sqarilv
protet myself, as a -responsible officer, by
allowing a liberal margin for the fact that
I would have no control. Imagine the posi-
tion. While the Chief Architect is admnin-
istering, the Government has made him not
only an architect but a contractor as well.
And he has absolutely no control over work
as it is being carried on. In saying that, I
niean the Government has decided upon its
polit-y, and so the work must be carried our
departmentally. I cast no reflection what-
ever upon the present Chief Architect, or
upon Government engineers. I am only cri-
ticising the G4overnment's policy. 'Mistakes.
occur. If there is no cheek on the admninis-
tration, nobody knows what the work is cost-
ing. if tcndezv are called and the lowest is
accepted, tie position is known. Here we
have something like £1,000,000 worth of
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buildings, to be constructed, and all of
them to be carried out under the depart-
mental system. Thus there is absolutely
no cheek on the department. But if tenders
have been called, the contractor must carry
out the work for the price he has submitted,
irrespective of whether in the result be
makes. a profit or a loss. Again, I consider
that the calling of tenders would mean that
work would be done more cheaply. The re-
sult would he the spending of more money
and the employment of more men than is
possible under present conditions.

This is the position. I refer to action
taken by the Government just on the eve of
the general election. I cannot congratulate
Ministers on that action. They seemed to be
afraid, the fear being due to the possibility
of a change of Government.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The result was
never in doubt,

Hon. A. THOMDSON: The Government
hurriedly started the relief works I have
enumerted-started them on the very eie
of the general election.

Hon. C. B1. Williams: Mere coincidence!
Hon. A. THOMSON: At the present

moment the Government is contemplating the
expenditure of over half-a-million sterling
on buildings in the metropolitan area.

The Chief Secretary: Is there any of those
works which you would suggest should not
go on'?

Hon. A. THOMSON: No. I am not rais-
ing the point that money is being spent in
the metropolitan area. T am dealing with
the principles at stake. The Government
-claims that its policy is to establish see-
ondat-v industries; but at the same time
it says to men who have spent their lives
in acquiring practical and expert know-
ledge, "We do not want you; you can
leave Western Australia, you can go else-
-where. " That is the position. Again, con-
sider our architects. We have competent
-architects. An Act governing architects
was passed by Parliament, under which
-young men are compelled to go through a
strenuous and expensfive training. Are
-we now to tell those young men, "There
is no room for you; -we do not want you:
-we want only the Government architect"?
If we are to encourage private industries,
-contractors should be allowed to tender for
and erect buildings, of course under the
strictest supervision, even under better
:supervision than is given to day work. I

make that statement honestly believing it
to be correct. While the Government on
the one band desires people to come to
Western Australia and invest their money
in the State, it is, by its action, driving
men out of the State. If contractors can-
not get a share of the work which is being
done by the Government, and for which
the taxpayers have to carry their share of
responsibility, then the contractors must
go to some other part of the Common-,
wealth where they wvill get an opportunity
to carry on their business.

The Chief Secretary: Surely they do
not rely on Government work.

Hon. A. THOMSON: They are not rely-
ing on the Government to find them work,
but they should have the right to submit
a price for Government work, which is to
be paid for by Government money. I know
it is the Government's policy, but has the
Government the right to say that all this
construction work shall be done by day
work? I have pointed out how impossible
it is to exercise sufficient check over such
work. If I were preparing an estimate, I
would certainly estimate o~n the safe side.
If the Government is sincere in its desire
to establish secondary industries, then it
should not act in such a way as to drive
people out of the State.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And destroy private
enterprise.

Hon. A. THOMSON: In effect, what the
Government is saying to our architects
and contractors is: "As far as Government
work is concerned, there is no hope for
you.'' It seems to me the Government is
treating our contractors and architects in
the same way as Germany is treating the
Jews. Germany simply says, "There is
no room for you. " If the Government
really intends to establish secondary in-
dustriesi, then I hope my criticism will re-
sult in a change of Government policy.
Although some people may not agree with
me, it is in the interests of workers them-
selves that competition should prevail;
the greater the competition, the better.

Hon. 3. Nicholson: It is said that comn-
petition is the life-blood of trade.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. There is no
doubt that a man who is asked to prepare
an estimate without definite knowledge of
what the work will cost, will allow a mar-
gin for contingencies.

411
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Member: And the taxpayers have to
pay!

Hon. A. THOM1SON: Not only so, hut
it. the end it means less work. That is my
view of the position. It is all right for the
men working on the buildings, as they have
a job; but it is difficult for hundreds of
others who are unable to obtain employ-
ineat. I therefore hope the Government
wvill seriously reconsider its policy.

I anm pleased that a member of this
House has been appointed by the Minister
for Industrial Development to the commit-
tee dealing with secondary industries. I
hope the deliberations of the committee
will have some influence on the Govern-
ment to review the policy being put
into effect at the present time. I
have criticised the Government severely,
but I think my criticism is justified. At
all events, it is fair criticism.

I now desire to congratulate the Gov-
ernment on its financial assistance to the
Albany Woollen Mills, and for its per-
sistent support in purchasing the goods
manufactured by the company. The people
of Western Australia should insist upon
purchasing the manufactures of the
Albany Woollen Mills, such as blankets,
rugs and tweeds.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Very good blankets
they are, too.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why does not the
company put its goods on the market in the
goldfields? Goldfielels residents cannot buy
them froni the storekeepers there.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The hon. member can
purchase them at any time.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yes, by asking M1r.
Wittenoom to get you a cheap suit length.

Hon. A. THOMSON; The hon. member
mnust be more fortunate than I am, but I
shall not deal with that particular phase. I
repeat, the Government bus bee,, persistent
in its support of the woollen mills.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The goldfields pub-
lic would also be pleased to support that
industry, if it had the opportunity.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I a~m glad of that
interJection by Mr. Williams, because he
should have some influence on the goldfields.
Unfortunately, a very large proportion of
the goods imported into Western Australia
from the Eastern States is sold on the gold-
fields. I am not casting any reflection upon
the people of the goldfields, who are very

loyal, but neveriheless they should support
tile State's industries.

Hon. C. B. Williams: FAt the State indus-
tries be loyal to the goldflelds.

lion. A. THOMfSON: If I can do any-
thing to help in the direction Mir. Williams

hsindicated, I shall be glad to do so.
Hon. G. W. Mliles: He is right.
Hon. C. B3. Williams: I took one (if the

directors of the Albany Woollen Mills
around Kalgoorlie, but it made no differenee.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I agree with the
hon. member. However, that is not tie (1ov-
erment's responsibility.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not in the least. It
is the responisibilitv of the Albany Woollen
Mills.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Government
has shown sympathy not only to the woollen
mills, but also to the Albany F'reezing
Works. The latter, too, have been assisted
by the Government, and I congratulate Mr.
Wise on his sympathetic support of these
works. When speaking the other night, Mr.
Wittenoomn was, in my opinion, altogether
too modest in stating the part that he has
played in the establishment and support of
those two industries at Albany. To my per-
sonal knowledge, Mr. Wittenoom has de-
voted a considerable amount of his time-

Hon. G. W. 'Miles: And money.
Hon. A. THO'MSON: And given financial

backing to foster the Albany Woollen Mtill9.
I think I am right in saying that had it not
beet, for the timely help rendered by him
and his fellow directors on one occasion, the
woollen mills might have had to close down.
That would have thrown 150 employees on
the labour market. Again, I repeat that the
woollen mills are deserving of greater sup-
port than they obtain at present. I hope
the committee of which Mr. Craig is a mem-
ber will he able to do something to increase
the demand for the goods manufactured by
the tulls, and so provide more employment.

Dealing with the Albany Freezing Works,
I would point out that the works were lyink
idle for mnany years, not even paying inter-
est. Mainly through Mr. Wittenoom's in-
strumentality' , Mr. Heron, who so capably
controls the works, was appointed manager.
Again Mr. Wittenoom backed his opinion
with financial assistance. I know my col-
league Mr. Piesse will bear out my statement
that 'Mr. Wittenoom has devoted much time,
money and energy in traversing the Great
Southern and pointing out the advantlage~s
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available to those interested in the fat lamb
industry. It is expected this year that from
70,000 to 80,000 carcases of lambs will be
exported. At a very low estimate, that
means the creation of from £C60,000 to
£70,000 of new wealth, for which we can
thank the freezing works at Albany. The
industry is but in its infancy. The estab-
lishmnent of the wvorks in question has en'-
couraged farmeis to embark in the fat lamb
industry. I heartily congratulate Mr.
Wittenoom for the part he has played in
the establishment of those two industries.

I desire to refer to the possibilities of the
southern portion of the State, in regard to
the production of butter, fruit, pigs, fat
lambs, wool, wheat, and also potatoes, in the
marketing of which my friend, Mr. Piesse,
has taken such a keen interest. The port of
Albany showed a decided increase last
year, and so I hope the Government will
give more consideration to the provision of
better facilities at the port than it now
possesses.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why not urge the
Commonwealth Government to construct
a naval dock there?

Ron. A. THOMSON: I hope the Govern-
ment will put in hand reclamation work
and the provision of wharves with modern
facilities. Albany should also have bulk-
handling facilitie4.1 although the present
outlook for wheat is not very hopeful.
Nevertheless, wheat is sure to come back to
its own in time. Superphosphate works
should also be established.

The outlook for the port of Albany is
promising, particularly in view of the sub-
stantial increase of production in the
Great Southern districts. Mr. Miles said
we ought tO use our influence wi'th the
Federal Government to get a dock con-
structed at Albany. I should like to see
docks established at Fremantle and Bun-
bury, as well as at Albany.

Hon. C. B. Willarns: I suppose Esper-
ance does not count.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I shall include
Esperance.

Hon. G. W. Miles: All those ports have
not a claim for a naval dock.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Naturally the resi-
dents of Fremantle consider that the dock
should be constructed there, and similarly
the residents of other ports favour their
particular localities. That matter has
to be decided by experts, and I cer-

[16]

tainly hope that political influence will not
be brought to bear. Speaking as a layman
-and my opinion can have no possible
effect on the decision of the experts--I
strongly endorse the statements made by the
member for Albany (Mr. Hill), who has
fought so consistently for the soi4hern
port, that Albany offers advantages over
other places as the site for a dock.

I hope consideration will be given to the
question of providing tanks at Albany for
the storage of oil. Albany is on the main
trade route, but the point 1 am concerned
about is that residents of the Great
Southern have to pay too high a price for
oil. They should be supplied at a price
comparable with that ruling in the metro-
politan area. In saying this, I am not re-
flecting upon the oil companies, because
they have established in the country towns
depots that are a credit to them, but it
should he possible to reduce the cost of
oil to those people by erecting at Albany
tanks into which vessels could discharge
direct.

Hon,. T. Moore: It has not assisted Ger-
aldton in that direction.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The price has not
been reduced as a result of building tanks
there?

Hon. ST. Moore: No, the price is very
high1.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Perhaps Geraldton
is situated at little less favourably than is
Albany. People in the Great Southern are
certainly being charged far too much for oil.
On many occasions I have discussed the
question of youth employment. I do not
propoqe to deal with the subject at any
leng-th to-day, hut I wish to quote a decision
reached in New South Wales-

At the instance of MNrs. Crawford Vaughan,
a motto,, was passed that legislation be in-
troduced to provide for all wage awards to
be based on the economic value of services
rendered rather than on the age of the
worker.

IMrs. Crawford Vaughan said there were
many shocking examples of the treatment of
boys who were automatically dismissed at the
age of 21 years. They wasted the best years
of their lives and, when no longer wanted,
became nnslcilled workmen.

That is one of the problems facing the Gov-
ernment of this State. It is deplorable thptt
young men on reaching the age of 21 years
should be automatically dismissed, only to
become members of the army of the "Great
Unwanted." The Honorary Minister, when
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speaking on the Supply Bill recently, told
the House that members should not make a
political football of the single men employed
on relief work, I have no desire to do any-
thing of that kind, but the outlook of many
young men is almost hopeless. The Govern-
ment shiould seriously consider the advisable-
ness of amiending- the Arbitration Act so
that opportunities might be provided for
those young men to receive payment for their
services according to value, and to have op-
enings to learn a trade. With Mr. E. H.
H. Hall, I was amazed to read of the refusal
of the Trades Hall even to discuss the matter
of assisting young men to learn trades. We
have a duty to those young men-a fact
I have emphasised on other occasions.
Recently the Mfidland Workshops required
eight boilermakers' apprentices, for which
posts there were 71 applicants. That shows
how serious the position is. I appreciate the
Government's difficulties, but the single
young men who are being sent into
camps in the hush are not being given
much opportunity to get out of the
rack. Many of them might already bte
included in the "Lost Legion"; they
seem to have adopted the attitude that
nothing now matters, and arc content to
drift along in their present groove. Our
duty is to endeavour to improve their con-
ditions.

Another problem confronting the Govern-
ment has been created by the strike of
employees at the biscuit factory of Mills
and Ware, Ltd., Fremantle. Trades Halt
officials at Fremantle have been responsible
for the employees' ceasing work, and it
seems the height of impertinence for themn
now to say that if the 44-hoar week is con-
ceded, they will confer on the other point.,
in dispute.

Hon. G. W. "Miles: That is nearly as good
as Hitler's tactics.

Hon. A. THOMSON: In view of the
existence of the Arbitration Court, surely
it was the duty of the officials to tell the
employees; "A tribunal has been consti-
tuted to investigate such claims. Therefore,
instead of striking, holding up the industry
and losing your wages, you must appeal to
the court." If there was likely to be any
delay in getting before the court, steps could
have been taken to secure the appointment
of an industrial board. The strike has
continued for five or six weeks, and the

appalling fact is that there is a shortage
of biscuits in Western Australia.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Supplies will be sent
from the Eastern States.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is so, but
local industry should be supply ing local
wants. Parliament authorised the ap-
pointment of a tribunal by which disputes
of this sort could be settled am1icably.

Hon. G. W. 'Miles: That would have
been done if the Government had had the
courage to compel the employees to observe
the law of the land.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I agree. As a re-
sult of the strike, about 700 people have
been thrown out of work.

Hon. L. Craig: The number of employers
affected is 265.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Anyhow, thecy
have been idle for five or six weeks, and
heavy loss has been sustained by the CD1in-
panty. Evidently the secretary of the Fre-
mantle Trades Hall, Mr. Mann, had a good
deal to do with the dispute, but did not,
cxc-rtise comnionsense and judgment. He
should have told the employees that there
wats no need to strike and that the Arbi-
tration Court had been established to settle
such disputes. If the employees have a
reasonable ease, they should niot hesitate to
approaceh the court. Had Mills and Ware,
Ltd., deliberately locked-out the employees,
1 doubt; whether ats much clemency would
have been shown to the company as has been
shown to the employees.

The Honorary Minister: The proprietors
have been very foolish.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Government had
not the backbone to carry oat its duty.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Honorary
M1inister says the proprietors have been
foolish.

The Honorary Minister: They are very
stubborn.

Hon. A. THOMSON: We have a court
of arbitration and conciliation, and
surely the representatives of the men
should have had sufficient influence to in-
diuce them to approach the court and tho-,
obviate at stoppage of work!I I deeply regret
that the strike has occurred. Such hap-
pentings arc not helpful to the Minister
for Industrial Development in his efforts9 to
get industries established in this State. I
give him credit for earnestness, but it
must be disappointing for him to find that
some of the workers are not seconding his
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efforts. I have no desire to enter into the
rights and wrongs of the claim made by
the employees. I do not know definitely
what their claim is, but they should have
been content to approach the court and
abide by its decision. The late Mr. Alex.
McCallum told us that the Arbitration Act
was not only at great industrial measure
but was also one that would reach right
into the very kitchens of the workers.
Seemingly some of the p)eonle in tilose kit-
ehens are suffering as a result of the wrong
advice tendered to them by responsible of-
ficials of the Fremantle Trades Hall.

Hon. G. Fraser: Mere assumption, of
course! You do not know.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I know that the
employees are on strike; that they have been
on strike for five or six weeks, and that
there is a shortage of biscuits in the State.
I hate to think of supplies being brought
from the Eastern States when the demand
could have been satisfied locally. Even at
this late hour it should be possible to ar-
range a compulsory conference. Cannot
the Government do something in that direc-
tion? Surely it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to take steps to end the dispute.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I believe the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court is taking
action along those lines.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He is calling a con-
ference.

Hon. A. THOMNSON: A conference
should have been called weeks ago. It is
a pity that the strike ever occurred.

Hon. G. Fraser: The fact of your know-
ing that does not give you the right to
assume that the leaders gave the employees
certain advice.

Hon. A. THOM6SON: One can base no
other assumption on the statements that
have appeared in the Press. Apparently
the secretary of the Fremnantle Trades Hall,
'Mr. Mann, was consulted at the outset and
has guided the destinies of the employees
since. The workers may be entitled to what
they are claiming, but their case should
first be submitted to the Arbitration Court.
It is satisfactory to know that the Presi-
dent of the court has convened a compul-
sory conference.

-My main object in speaking this after-
noon is to draw attention to the policy of
the Government as it affects secondary in-
dusitries. All members will want to see
greater expansion in local industries, but

as things are people outside the State ame
not being encouraged to invest their money
here. As the result of the deliberations of
the committee that has been formed, pro-
posals may be submitted to the Govern-
ment that will induce it to amend certain
legislation and slightly alter its own poi-
icy. If Government departments can prove
that they can do work at a cheaper rate
than can other people, by all means let
them compete with others by way of ten-
der.

The Administration is to be congratu-
lated on the statement made in the Press
this morning relative to the settlement of
Jews in the North-West. Last session I
was laughed at because I suggested the
Jews might consider the raising of pigs
and other stock. My suggestion was that
the north of this State offered great pos-
sibilities and opportunities for settlement.
Mr. Miles is to be congratulated upon the
efforts he has made on behalf of the pro-
p)osed Jewish settlement. We must all hope
that the Federal Government will sympa-
thetically consider the representations that
have been made.

Recently I visited the North and was
strunk by the immensity of this State. The
glowing reports that were published deal-
ing with the visit of the Governor General
to the area in which the Jewish people are
interested have been endorsed by Air.
Miles and Mr. Angelo. I am delighted that
the State Government is giving sympa-
thetic consideration to this particular
scheme. If I were offered the choice, I
would rather have settlement by refugees,
than that the North-West should be taken
over by the Japanese. I am not posing as
all expert, but know a great deal of what,
the Jewrs have done in Palestine. If they
can do in the North what they have done
in Palestine, they should be given every en-
couragement. It is to be hoped the Federal
Government will not hamper the settle-
inent in any way but will deal sympathetic-
cally with it. The North must be popu-
lated. I am pleased to know that the views
I expressed last session on this question
have practically been endorsed by Dr.
Steinberg, who is visiting the State on be-
half of the sponsors of the Jewish settle-
ment. Western Australia is not being
asked to spend anything. These people
want to establish themselves and are pre-
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pared to do so with their own finaneisi
backing. The Argentine exports consider-
able quantities of baby beef to Smithfield. I
have visited those markets and seen the
beautiful chilled beef that conies from
that country. It is a serious competitor
of the meat that we export, A certain
amount of chilled meat is being exported
from Australia, but not yet in sulfficientr
quantities. By means of irrigation, a pro-
fitabie source of income should be avail-
able to the Jewish settlement from the ex-
pansion of the baby beef trade, seeing that
ample capital will be available for those
concerned. Green fodder can be grown in
that part of the State practically all the
year round. Not only would an increased
export trade be of benefit to the North,
but to the Wyndham Meat Works.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And to the South-
West as well.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. The settic-
ment offers great possibilities for those
who are associated with it. I met Dr.
Steinberg at Wyndham, and was impressed
by his sincerity and confidence that the
scheme would be a success. No cost to the
State will be involved hut great benefit
should accrue to Western Australia as a
result of the settlement. Not only will
it be possible to produce in the North coIII.
inodities for export, hut a greater demand
for Western Australian products will be
created. On the tni-. 9"Koolamia" I noticed
600 tons of merchandise bound for Dar-
win. Certain residents in the North mnay
have a grievance against the State Shipping
Service, but I think it is to be congratu-
lated on the -work it is doing. A market
has now been established in Darwini for
We~teru Aq~stralian products. In flhat
way our manufaicturers bare been able
to find a nmarket for their surplus goods,
and increase the amount of employment
they are able to offer our people. Darwin
has became a place of importance as the re-
suit of the expenditure of large sums of
Federal money, and Western Australia has
proved that it is in a position to get some
advantage out of that expenditure by reason
of its trade with that part of Australia. By
supporting whole-heartedly the scheme for
the Jewish settlement, the Government has
adopted a wise course.

Mr. Seddon asked the Honorary Mfin-
ister, "What supervision, if any, is

carried out in connection with tbese
trusts!7" The hon. member was refer-
ring- to investmeat trust companies. The
Companies Act is due for a drastic overhaul.
Parliament should p)rotect the interests of
people who arc willing to put their money
into trust companies, jus as, it protects the
community generally' by insiugn that a lire
insurance company shall deposit 45,000 with
the Treasury as a token of its bona lides and
stability. The paymient provides a form of
guarantee that the company in question will
meet the claims maide Upon it. I have seen
the balance sheet of one company that is
operating in this State, and I would be
sorry to have any of my money investedi
in it. 'No company that it; seeking invest-
meat funds at the hiands of the people should
he allowed to carry on business without
miaking a. substantial deposit at the Trea-
sury.

Hon. L. Craig: Do you suiggest. that every
company should lodge such a deposit?

Hon. A. THOMNlX: I am referring to
investment trust comlpanlies only. If it is
reasonable that insurance companies should
lodg-e a deposit of £5,090 with the Treasury,
it is of equal importance that a similar pro-
cedure should be adopted in the case of
trust companies, in which the people's money
is likely to be invested. I should hate to
see happening iii Western Australia what
has recently happened in New South Wales,
where one man absconded and left others
to act as the scapegoats. It is not sug-
gested that anything like that would happen
InI this state.

I thaink members for the patient hearing
they hare given me. It has been ncies4ary
for me to criticise the flovcrnmcnt but I
hope I have been able to offer one or two
useful suggestions. In its endeavour to es-
tablish secondary industries in this State,
the Government has my loyal support. Last
session I endorsed the piroposal to estahlish
a bureau of industry, and can only hope
that the committee now in being will prove
as effective as some members think it will.
I also trust that some good will come out
of the Wheat Conference now being held in
the Eastern States. Perhaps a ray of sn
c.hine and hope will Yet be brought to our
wheatg-rowers to the end that they will re-
ceive a reasonable price for their commodity
to compensate them for their labours,

Sitting susqpended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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RON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[7.301: The present serious position in
world affairs is a subject that stands para-
mount in the minds of all. For that rea-
son, if for no other, it deserves first con-
sideration in discussing the motion before
,the House. The last few days in particular
have been filled wvith many anxious hours.
War clouds still overliang and threaten the
world. The outlook is menacing. If our an-
xieties have been great, we may well ask
what must have been, and must now be,
the anxieties of those statesmen and leaders
of the Empire upon whom devolves the
solemn responsibility of (decidinig on the
course to he followed! We know, as a
fact, that the Prime Minister of Great Bri-
tain and his colleagues have sought earnestly
to find a peaceful solution of the difficulties;
and Mr. Chamberlain has done even more
than many claim hie should have undertaken,
to attain that great purpose. There comes
a time, unfortunately, when the demands of
a nation can be settled only by the arbitra-
mient of war. Whatever may he the outcome
of the present situation, we in Australia
should accept and endorse the decisions of
our Empire leaders with calm courage and
assure them of our fullest support, realising,
as we all must, that our freedom and liber-
ties may once again be imperilled and that
the result of any conflict will determine the
fate not only of Great Britain, but of Aus-
tralia and the other Dlominions of the Em-
pire.

I now return to the Speech delivered by
His Excellency, which has been productive
of a high standard of thoughtful addresses
by members who have spoken to the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.
Helpful suggestions on various subject;,
which deserve the Government's fullest con-
sideration, have been made; and I was grati-
fled to note that some members have sought
definitely to assert the right, which
is the privilege of each member of
this House, to offer criticism on such
matters as they may feel justified in
discussing, without being blamed or taken
to task for so doing. I will always
maintain that right, and exercise it in, I
hope, a fair and impartial manner, which,
I believe, has been the aim of every mem-
ber of this House.

One of the first matters to which I pro-
pose to direct attention has relation to the
State's finances, and the dangers that con-
front us should the present drift continne.

1 refer to the subject in order to lend sup-
])ort to the suggestions made by members
here and in another place to the effect that
good would result if a standing parliamen-
tary finance or works committee were ap-
poinited to assist the Government. As in
former yers, we are again confronted with
a record of increased revenue and increased
expenditure. The statement of receipts and
(disbursements recently published showed,
under various headings, the usual details of
income and expenditure for the financial
year. The loan indebtedness of the State has
now reached the huge total of £95,472,000.
As members are aware, the operations of the
Government for the year ended the 30th
June last resulted in a deficit of E220,442.
I may also refer to the fact that for the year
ended the 30th June, 1938, there was a de-
ficit of only £10,603. I allude to that re-
sult because gratification was then expressed
that Western Australia had regained finan-
cial equilibrium, and the hope was voiced
by the Government that that progress would
be maintained, although, as Ministers
pointed out at the time, the financial posi-
tion compelled close supervision. Appar-
ently that supervision was so close that by
the cud of July, 1938, the deficit of £10,692
had increased to one of £C259,000. Now, as
we learnit from the announcement at the end
of last financial year, an adverse balance
was disclosed greatly in excess of that fore-
shadowed by the Government when the Esti-
mates for the year were presented to Par-
liament.

With a view to impressing members gen-
erally, and particularly Ministers of the
Crown, I Propose to review briefly the an.
nunl financial results of the Government's
operations from 1033-34. The figures for
each of those years show largely increased
revenue and expenditure, with annual defi-
cits except on one occasion, when there was
a surplus. The year when the surplus was
recorded was eharacterised by drought con-
ditions that affected the State very widely.
Certain areas have suffered from such con-
ditions for a much longer period; and, in
fact, some districts have not yet been re-
lieved from drought. The details for the
years I refer to are as follows:

rinz.iaI Revenue. Expendituire.j Deficit. Surplus.

1933-34 8,481,607 0,27%MO1043 0314 0 A 04,525
1953 0371 0,05134M

193637 1.135433 10.6Sf.R3V
J'J37-Jd j10,819,042 j10,8s9,D.

18-0 10,9,800 11.,1 02

IN7NUNN1

£

98,378
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The total increase of revenue for five of
those six years amounted to £2,467,963. The
loan indebtedness, which, as at the 30th
June, 1934, aggregated £85,847,802, has
now increased to the stupendous sum of
£95,472,000. In each of those years, mema-
bers will be interested to note, the Govern-
ment sought to impress upon Parlia-
nient the ieeessity for strict economy and
supervision. For example, in 1934 it was
stated-

The financial situation is still extremely
grave, and requires constant attention. Rtigid
economy is necessary, and no funds are avail-
able for other than absolutely essential sex-
vices.

In subsequent years references were also
made to the necessity for strict supervision
and no relaxation in economy respecting
Government expenditure. Similar expres,-
sions; have been used from time to time, and
in the Speech His Excellency delivered
when opening the present Parliament the
positioni was; emphasised by this statement-

As revenuie this year will inevitably be
Affected by low incomes earned last year by
farmers andl Pastoralists, it is imperative that
the elosest suipervision be maintained aver
the financial position.

From the results of the Government's opera-
tions in the years mentioned, the expressed
need to exercise close supervision- over and
rigid economy in the finances of the State
would seem to have been honoured more in
the breach than in the observance. The re-
suit is so serious as to justify one in ask-
ing the Government to adopt the sugges-
tion, which has been frequently made here
in past years and was referred to ag-ain to-
night by Mr. Thomson, namely, that a com-
mittee, fairly representative of both Houses,
lie appointed to assist the Treasurer and the
Government by making recommendations re-
lating to expenditure of public funds. The
committee could be a combined finance and
works committee, if so desired. That the
Premier, who also holds the responsible
office of Treasurer, has his hands more than
full must be acknowledged; and hit should
welcome the help of such a committee. Fail-
ing the immediate stoppage of the calami-
tous drift in our finances, the State will
be faced with the danger of absorption by
the Commonwealth, and unification. will he
the inevitable consequence.

The next important subject with which I
propose to deal is one that has been re-
ferred to by almost every member who has

spoken. I hare in mind the position of the
wheat industry. It is not too much to say
that every person, whatever his polities,
deeply deplores the ruinous price of wheat
and the trying experiences of all engaged
in that industry. The Minister for Lands
dealt with the subject a few days ago, and
showed clearly that the difficulties experi-
enced by the industry at present are due
to world over-production. I congratulate
'Mr. Thomson on the excellent review be
gave to-night of the position of the wheat
industry, and particularly on his remarks
concerning the attitude of the Premier of
Victoria. He submitted valuable illustra-
tions, and facts in relation to the assistance
this State has afforded to Victoria during
many years, and spoke of the amazement
he felt that the Premier of that State had
announced his intention not to support the
stand taken by the Premier and Minister
for Lands of this State on the subjects con-
sidered by the conference. We must A
agree that the attitude of the Victorian Pre-
mier is one against which wye can justly
protest.

From time to time experiences as unen-
viable, perhaps, as those suffered by the
wheatgrowers of Australia have been faced
by people in large industrial centres. We
should hear in mind that the whcatgrowdng
industry is not singular in having suf-
fered from a period of depression. One
could give instances of various industries
that have undergone similar trials. Con-
sider, for example, some of the large indus-
trial centres in the Old Country. The ship-
building industry comes to my mind most
aptly. I can recall the sufferings of the
people engaged in that industry, sufferings
occasioned through a depression experienced
,when T was a lad. Consider again the coal-
mnining industry, and the setbacks it suf-
.fered through depression. Turning to our
own land, we think of the goldmining in-
dustry, which is so successful at the present
time, but the extinction of which not so
many years ago was regarded as very likely.
That industry has now revived, and is
largely responsible for maintaining the
stability of the State. These facts I man-
tion to indicate that most industries arc
subject to fluctuations of prosperity and
adversity. That, however, does not lessen
my regrt and, I believe, the regret of
people generally that the wheatgrowers of
the State have had to undergo such sad
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experiences. When considering the prob-
lem with which the Federal and State Gov-
erinments are faced in rendering assistance
to wheatgrowers, we must remember that the
revenue of a Government is limited just as
is that of an individual, and that there are
many items of expenditure a Government
has to meet. The responsibility rests with
the Government to decide what help can
be given, and the taxpayer has to bear an
extra burden of taxation. Whatever be
the occupation in which a man is engaged,
as a taxpayer he shares the burdens of the
man on the land, because he is called upon
to pay the taxes that have to be levied with
a view to raising money to rehabilitate an
essential industry, One cannot overlook the
fact that an industry such as wheatgrowing,
differing as it does from some of our sec-
ondary industries and even from some of
our primary industries, is dependent upon
world markets. Thus there arises the need
to try to find international means of stabil-
ising the price of that essential commodity.
We know that efforts have been made to
reach an international agreement to stabilisc
the price; hut those efforts, made over a
Tong period, for certain reasons have been
unsucecessful. Nevertheless I rontend that
until some international agreement can be
arrived at, the hope of stabilising the price
of wheat will remain remote. What is the
use of suggesting that one State or one coun-
try should stabilise the price of wheat whil
others do nothing? I do not perceive how
we can escape the conclusion that the stabil-
ising of prices may necessitate the lessening
of production. I hope that may not be neces-
sary. I hope it may be possible to arrive at
somi' means, internationally, whereby the
price of wheat may he stabilised; but pro-
bably we cannot expect that to occur until
world affairs are in a more settled
condition. When people are once more
engaged in their normal avocations,
there may be a prospect of the price
of wheat being restored to a more reasonable
level. T sincerely trust that the efforts being
made by our Federal and State Governments
to reach a satisfactory solution of the pro-
blem will be successful. Many diffiulties
are facing not only the Federal Government
but also the State Governments, and I hope
the Premier of Victoria will cease to be the
obstructing- factor he has proved to be up to

the present.

I have dealt with an industry that has
reached a state of depression lower than
has ever been attained in the world's history.
1 intend now to speak of the goldmnining in-
dustry, wvhich may be described as almost at
the height of prosperity. The contrast is
interesting because, as L have already re-
marked, not so very many years have passed
since this industry, now so prosperous, was
itself suffering a serious depression and was
not then a favoured industry for investment.
But the goldmining industry has been re-
hahilitated. Circumstances have arisen over
the intervening Years that have permitted
mines to be opened up in our auriferous
belts, and have given to those who have had
the courage to invest in the industry,
returns they never expected to receive.
I am glad it has been prosperous, And every-
one in the State should rejoice at that fact
because, by reason of that prosperity, we
are led on to hope that there might be a
means of sustaining the other industry which
is suffering from depression. The two in-
dustries should be like brothers and should
go hand in hand and help one another.
Really they have done so. It is interesting
to recall that when the goldmining- industry
reached a low point ',the first thing that
occurred to the Government of the day was
to try to find a way out of the difficulty by
determining to make good citizens of those
who were throwvn out of employment instead
of turning them adrift. The Government
placed a number of those men on the land.
We know that many from the goldfields took
up farms and made successes of them for
years afterwards. Now it seems that the
position is rversedl, and to-day actually we
have quite a large number of men from the
land who have gone to the goldfields for the
purpose of earning a living to enable
them to maintain the homes they estab-
lished on the land. That shows the great
advantage of having as many different types
of industry as possible in place of the State
or the people carrying on one industry
alone. The more diverse the industries the
better, because an opportunity is thus, pro-
vided for the State to enjoy the recuperative
power that it could not otherwise have. It
is, however, necessary for the Government
to consider the position with regard to the
gold industry.

I have made a note of some mattors with
the object of referring to them because state-
ments have been published at various time,;
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as to the possibility of a fall in the price of
gold. A little while ago it was said that
Amierica's; purchasing of gold at a certain
high price had contributed largely to the
revenues of those engaged in the industry,
and it was suggested that America
might begin to restrict its purchases.
An interesting article on the gold
question appeared in the "West Aus-
tralian" of the 20th July. Som 'e hon. memn-
bers,, and particularly those representing
goldfields centres, may have read it. The
article dealt with the gold situation and
pointed out the decision of the American
Treasury in 1934 to purchase all the gold
offering at 35 dollars per ounce. The article
also set out the present-day changes that
have taken place by the production of this
valuable metal, and the increased value of
the world's holding. At the beginning of
this yea;, the amount of the world's holding
of gold was estimated at approximately
05,400,090,000, and the proportions in
which that gold was held by certain nations
was as follows:-

United States of America-53 per cent. of
the world's visible gold.

Franee-12V._ per~ cent.
Britaic-li per cent.
Netherlands-3y e et

The price of gold per ounce, as we have
noticed by the Press recently, has markedly
increased], and to-day it has reached a record
figure. I think our Government should keep
closcly in touch with the pos.ition and -watch
it as one would watch a barometer, because
if America should carry out the purpose that
has been hinted at-and I hope that will not
be done--it will be necessary for the Gov-
ernment to be prepared for that eventuality
in some way or other. We do not want to
suggest what the position might be, but we
have had the benefit of experience in past
years, and it is our duty to guard against
dangers that possibly might face us in the
future. I issue that word of warning for
the benefit of the Government so that it may
be forewarned, andl by being forewvsrted it
will be forearnmed. We have liven a!w-u red
that gold will continue to maintain it-t price
--- I do not say the price ruling to-day is
going to last, but so long as America con-
tinues to buy at the rate stated, it will be
muaintained. The hope of every person
here is that the price will not fall below
what it has been for some years, and that
prosperity in the industry will continue.

By reason of the purchases made, there
has been a large increase in production,
and there are some interesting facts I should
like to mention. We know, of course,
that the production of gold in Africa is
considerably greater than that in Aus-
tralia. However, there is also the position
in Russia, which has become a big produ-
ior. -Up to 1930, Russia bad been produe-
ig on an average for some years previ-

ously a little over 1,400,000 oza. per annum,
Between 1930 and 1934 the quantity in-
creased to over 4,000,000 ozs., and in 1937
the output had increased to 7,350,000 ass.
There seems to be no limit to the produc-
tion, arid it looks as if the figures will still
increase. It is not possible to permit gold
to remain locked up forever, and America
I do not suppose can keep on buying an
unlimited quantity, any more than any
country can buy wheat to an unlimited ex-
tent. There must be a limit, otherwise
the market sags. We need to have employ-
meat for that money, and the-increased
output wvill -require ant expansion of world
trade so as to provide a steady demand.
Although the Australian production is very
much less than that of Soutb Africa, we
in this State would feel the effect of any
change in any condition and price just as
keenly as any other country that is pro-
ducing moare gold than are we. I mention
these facts for the benefit of the Govern-
miert, hoping that it will take note of the
position bearing in raind the value of the
goldmnining industry to our State.

There are two matters to which I wish
to refer, and both are of moment to the
Metropolitan Province. On these I will
speak very briefly. One of them has been
dealt with fully, and the other fairly fully,
by other members. The first is the action
taken by the Government in the direction
of developing and promoting industries.
Naturally in the metropolis we are con-
cerned wvith secondary industries, and I
'wish to say at onice that I ami imipressed-
and I think other members are impressed
-with the deep sincerity of the Minister
for Industrial Development in the steps
he is taking to try to carry out a scheme
or plan he hias laid down to extend in-
dustry. I offer him the best of good wishes
in the efforts he is making, and I hope sin
cerely he will be successful, although I
must acknowledge, like some other mem-
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bers, that the chance of getting other in-
dustries established here will be not un-
attended with difliculties. I hope, as I
say, that the Minister will succeed; but I
should like to offer two suggestions for
his consideration and that of the comrmit-
tee he has appointed. In that connection
I highly appreciate the fact that a mem-
ber of this Chamber has been joined as a
member of the committee. I feel sure that
hon. member will give service of a most
beneficial character in the committee's
work and deliberations. There are two
points, if not three, of outstanding import-
ance in the development and promotion of
industry of ally kind here. The first point
is the absolute necessity for an increase
in population. Without population, I con-
tend, the prospects of extending our in-
dustries will be somewhat remote. Like
other menmbers, I am glad to express my
congratulations to the Government on the
favourable reply given to Dr. Stein-
borg regarding the settlement of re-
fugees in our North. They have given
him certain encouragement; and I hope
those great spaces in our far North wvill
be peopled, because there is nothing more
essential than that for the development not
only of our industries but of that huge
territory. Besides promoting that form of
settlement, and increase of population by
that means, the Government should con-
tinue unabated efforts in the -way of bring-
ing settlers from the Homeland so soon
as matters get into a more peaceful con-
ditions.

Hfon. L. Craig: What sort of settlers?
Agricultural?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Agricultural if
possible. A selection could be made. That
is one of the subjects I deal with when
speaking of the committee which has been
app~oiflted. As to the promotion of in-
dustry, wre have to bear in mind that in
Western Australia we suffer from a great
disadvantage because of the provision of
free trade between the States under the
Federal Constitution, and also because of
the fact that there have been established
for many years- in the Eastern States fac-
tories which can supply the demands
not only of their own States hut
also those of Western Australia with
its small nopulation. To combat that
position it is absolutely essential-what-

ever scheme is introduced for estab-
lishing industries here--that we should lay
down a definite plan whereby it can ha
shown that we are able to produce those
"cry goods now produced in the other States,.
and at a much lower cost. Cost of produc-,
tion is the next essential question to be con-
sidered and decided. With high cost of
production we may as well leave the matter-
of trying to establish industries alone. With
a low cost of production we may do some-
thing. We may even send our goods over
to compete with those of the very comnpeti-
tors established in the East. I agree also
with the suggestion that it will be bctte-_
for the committee to give its consideration
to the advancement and encouragement of
industries already established here. In
doing that the committee will be helping
those who have helped the progress "of
Western Australia.

Hon. L. Craig: That is the very first eon-
sid eration.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am glad to learn
that. They should be encouraged in every
way. I have no hesitation in congratulat-
ing the committee on pursuing the right
course. I do not propose at this stage to
offer any further comments on that matter,
beyond repeating my good wishes for the
success ot the scheme; and I hope that the
committee will be rewarded by witnessing
that very success as a result of its recom-
mendations.

Just a few words regarding the Perth
Hospital. The matter is one which naturally
concerns me as a metropolitan member. In
common with my colleague Mr. Bolton, I
desire to express my regret that the Miuis-
ter saw fit to dispense with the services of
the committee which previously adminis-
tei-ed the affairs of the Perth Hospital.

The H~onorary Minister: The committee
members resigned.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: They resigned,
the Honorary Minister says; but I think
the conditions 'were of a nature which left
them no option. No doubt the Government
accepted the resignations, as the hon. gentle-
man says. We will take it that the members
of the committee resigned. However, -we
have to realise that they rendered excellent
service over a long period. Whilst they may
not have obtained all the results desired or
hoped for, it is to he borne in mind that they
were faced with a most serious position.
During the last few years they had to meet
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a greatly increased expenditure without in-
crease of revenue, not only in the case of
foodstuffs, but also in the cost of wages
and in re-arrangement of conditions for
flumses and others. The position became one
of great difficulty for the committee. I am
quite sure the Minister appreciated-I think
he did give expression to his appreciation
-the services rendered. At the same time
one regrets that the highly valuable experi-
ence gamned in the course of years by com-
mittee members in charge of an institution
like the Perth Hospital should all be lost.
It is quite true that certain gentlemen have
now been appointed as a board of manage-
went with an advisory committee. It is to
be hoped that the work of the institution
will continue in the way desired.

The last subject I shall refer to is the first
matter referred to in the Lieut.-Goveriors
Speech-defence. His Excellency's Speech
mentions that the Government is seeking to
co-operate in every way with the Commnon-
wealth in this matter. Everyone welcomes
that declaration, and we know that that has
been expressed not once but on many occa-
sions by the Premier and his Ministers.
However, I would like to know exactly what
form the co-operation is taking. For ex-
ample, I would have thought that the State
Government, in view of the threatening atti-
tude of certain countries and the risks we
are running here, would have taken some
steps to establish certain types of shelter
for the inhabitants of each large centre.
Take the capital, Perth, as an instance:
there is not one shelter provided, not one.
If co-operation was needed, it was needed
in that respect. I contend it is not suffi-
cient simply to state that we will co-operate
-and then do nothing. Certain typcs of
shelter have been provided in the Old Coun-
try. There is, for instance, the Anderson
shelter; but that is simply to protect a 'gainst
flying, splinters of shell and the like. That
protecetion was given free to people at Home
who applied for it. Thus they have protec-
tion against flying splinters of shell and so
forth.

There is another question that might be
taken into consideration by the Government,
though I feel that my proposal may not be
practicable in the present state of our fin-
ances. Still, it is something to be kept
prominently in view, something that might
be selected as a work in place of expendi-
ture on, say, sewerage and various other

things. It is the conversion of our railways
to standard gauge for military and other
purposes. I quite admit the difficulties
existing between the various States, but
unless some State makes a start we are
.simply going to palaver and waste time, and
make the position more difficult. Suppose
equipment and guns and other material had
to be transported to Western Australia from
the other side: what difficulty would be in-
volved in their transport from the East with
the gauges all different! Of course, that
difficulty was foreseen many years ago, b-it
I take the opportunity of reminding the
Minister. The suggestion might have come
from a works committee years ago. The
conversion of the existing railway to the
standard gauge could be undertaken just as
well as some of the other works contem-
plated, and it would give employment to
mn now out of work.

It may be necessary for the Government
to give consideration to legislation. I shall
not mention the subjects which are set out
in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech; but the
Government might have to give considera-
tion to the question of liability for war
damage to property, etc. The matter has
been considered in the Home Parliament.
The subject should, I think, be taken
up without loss of time, but I offer no
further comment in this direction at the
p~resent stage. I have pleasure in support-
ig. the motion.

HON. 0. B. WILLIAMS (South) [8.32]:
I support the motion. As the hon. member
who has just spoken closed on the subject
of defence, I would like to say that I hope
the world will retain its sanity, and that
we shall all remain subjects of the British
Empire. Reference has been made by mnm
lbers to the strike at Fremantle. In liy
opinion, we should feel kindly disposed3 to-
wards people in other parts of the world
who have not our temperament, when Are
find our own people cannot settle their dif-
ferences without recourse to strikes. I ,,ay
that definitely as a Labour man. It is re
grettable that employers and workers in oar
State cannot settle their differences without
a strike. I myself have participated ii
many strikes, my share of the blame
for some of whiieh I suppose I can
assume, bitt in those days we did
our best. I can understand why strikes
ccurred wvhen I was a lad, because
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a larg;.e percentage of the wdrking classes at
that time bad no education whatever and
was easily led by those who could read end
write. 'Nowadays, 99 per cent. of our people
,can read and write. We should not look
down upon the Germans; and Italians who
take up arms for their country, when we
ourselves use the same weapons. We should
settle our industrial troubles by conciliation.
After all, the workers of our State have
miuch for which to thank arbitration and
conciliation; and there is not now the neces-
sity for strikes. Although I stand by the
workers at all times, I think reasonableness
gets one further than does striking. If dif-
ferences; are settled amicably, then antagon-
isma on the part of the employer or the
worker vanishes. They should settle their
differences themselves, or by the intervention
of a third party. I trust I shall always be
able to help my fellow workers, no matter
where they may be, to try to realise that
under our social system both employer and
wvorker are essential to each other.

Hon. A. Thomson: Hear, hear!
Hon. C. B. WILLIAM1S: As I have said,

I have participated in strikes and have seen
the misery and suffering that follow in their
wake. Very often the workers have had
to "work off a dead horse" for many years
after the strike has been settled. While we
wish that war will not take place in Enrope,
wve should educate our people not to war
with one another.

H-on. A. Thomson: Hear, hear!
lion. J. Nicholson: Quite right.
lon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I desire to

-refer to a matter that affects my electorate.
Norseman is now about the third largest
mining town in the State. It has made
wonderful progress, antI the amount of
imoney spent by speculators in the district
is enormous. The water supply has revo-
lutionised the district. Although the G~ov-
,eminent can, according to speeches made
here, build a school to the value of £15,000
in Victoria Park-I have no objection to
that, I think Victoria Park is deserving
of' the best it can get-we find that 400
or 500 miles from Perth there is a large
town with a population of 5,000 which has
not adequate school provision. Despite
the warnings given to the Government by
members for the districts-the Minister for
Railways (Hon. R. Nulsen), yourself, Mr.
President, Mr. Cornell and myself-the
residents of Norseman threatened to keep

their children from school because of the
insanitary conditions there. Had the par-
eats taken such action, of course they
would have penalised their children. Mr.
Cornell brought the matter up in this
House, and I wired the Director of Educa-
tion on receipt of the "Kalgoorlie Miner"
of the 9th August, in which I noticed at
resolution that the parents had definitely
decided to stop their children from attend-
ing school, for the reason I have stated.
In my wire I told the Director that the
conditions were disgraceful and disgusting,
and that no Government department ought
to tolerate them. The Director telegraphed
me in reply-I[ published the telegram in
the "Kalgoorlie Miner "--that he had in-
structed the Inspector of Schools in the
district to employ a contractor to do the
necessary work. I must apologise to the
Minister for Education. He promised to
go to Norseman, but could not do so on
account of illness. However, it should not
be necessary for a Minister to travel to
Norseman to ascertain the exact position
for himself. He knows the population of
the town has increased in six years from
2940 to 5,000. He must be aware that in
such circumstances additional facilities
are required. It must he remembered that
the people in the outback districts are still
the piflhlers of the State, just as were the
pioneers of the South-West 40 or 50 years
ago. The people in those outback districts
arc living under conditions in no way comn-
parahle to those of Perth, or of the South-
West or even of the wheat districts, bad as
they, are, so far as finance is concerned. I
understand the work has been put in hand
at the Norseman school, hut I shall quote a
letter which T received from the Secretary of
the Dundas Road Board. It reads-

I ani instructed to thank vou for - your en-
dcai'our to bring be-fore -the responsible
authorities the dleplorable eon ditions prevail-
ing at the State school and the lock-up at
Norsemn, and to respectfully request that
you continue those efforts until sinch time as
the necessity for a more homogeneous build-
ing andi provision of mnanual training and
domestic science and other privileges, which
are avuailable at other schools having an en-
rolnment of more than 300 scholars as we have
at 'Norseman, is recogaised.

The matter of adequate accommodation at
the school has been brought before the
Education Department almost every month
for the past year, but it would appear that
the authorities do not grasp the significance
of the growth and the evidence of stability
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which is reflected in every wray, or is it that
just anything is good enough for Norseman?

We are a peaceful lot of citizens but if ens-
requests do not receive more sympathetic con-
sideration than has been the case up to date,
I am afraid that more forceful methods will
have to be adopted.

The Minister for Education, together with
the Director of Education, has promised to
visit Norseman in tile very near future, and
we would he pleased if you would endeavour
to accompany them.

With reference to the lock-up some renova-
tions were carried out to the cells but the
concrete floors were not touched. The suir-
face of these floors is broken and the damp-
ness seeps through. Prisoners are expected
to sleep on a flthy mattress on these floors to
the detriment of their health. I understand
that four new mattresses were supplied to
the police hut I do not think that they have
been put in use, although the lock-up is fre-
quently used. Trusting that you wilt con,-
tine your efforts and are successful in con-
vincing the Government that Norseman is on
the map and that they are expected to ''sit
up and take notice.''

The secretary of the board would not write
in that strain unless lie had been instructed
to do so by his board. The prisoners to
whom ho refers in his communication are
just ordinary men who drink a little adul-
terated milk on Saturdays and sometimes
dry ginger ale that has gone a little hot, and
so affects them. They then naturally get hot
under the collar.

I trust the departmient wvill see that justice
is done to Norseman, particularly when the
Government has, as Mr. Thomson said, spent
a million of money in the metropolitan area.
After all, Norsemnan produces quite a lot of
revenue by way of the financial emergency
tax and the tax on gold. I trust that in the
future, when schools in the outback districts
require urgent attention, the department will
not worry about the cost, but will put the
work in hand at once. We have, unfortun-
ately, ninny unemployed men who can do
such work.

I now wish to deal with the Kalgoorlie
Hiospital, in which the Honorary Minister is
interested. Children who enter the hospital
ai patients, are charged 9s. a day. I have
interviewed the Minister on this matter, hut
up to date (10 ant seem to have made much
progress. Adult workers on the mines con-
tribute about £3 12s. per head to the medical
scheme. For this payment the worker also
gets medical treatment, to a certain extent,
for his family. But when the man himself goes
into hospital, he is charged only 6is. 6id.; that

is to say, the father receives hospital atten-
tion for 6s. 6d. per day, but he must pay
9is. per day for his children. That savours
very much of Government methods. Con-
tributors to tile A.W.U. medical fund pay
72s. a year, of which the doctor receives 36i.,
the balance being for hospital accommoda-
tion, which costs from 6s. 6id, to 7s. per day-
To chai-ge the children of these men 9is. per
day is ridiculous; and it seems to me that
'ceialisation of industry will never get us
anywhere in such circumstances. The wrong
type of person seemis to he running Govern-
ment institutions; a type that does not seem,
to have an elastic mind.

Member: Hear, hear!
Hon. C. 13. WILLIAM.%S: I hope some-

thi,,Z will be done in the matter.
Reference was made by Mr. Thomson to

the much discussed question of assistance
to farmers. I have great sympathy for the
farmers, but I am not in favour of grant-
ing continued assistance to those farmers
who I consider should be removed from
their holdings. It is idle to tell me that a
man who can grow only 10 bushels of wheat
or less to the acre over a series of years
should he allowed to continue wheatgrow-
lag in that locality. If the State is to be
saddled with charges of millions of pounds
every year to keep men engaged in farming
ulnprofitable land, we shall be sadly neglect-
ing our duty to the people. If a mining
towvn declines, the business people have to
walk out, and if a farmer cannot get satis-
factory results in a certain part of the State,
lie should be removed from his holding. I
agree that the farmer should receive what
the working man gets, and if the farmer
obtains a return in excess of that, he should
be required to repay to the State any
money that has been advanced to him in
bad times. However, the point I wish to
make is that we should not allow men to
remain on blocks growing 10 bushels or
less to the acre, especially when the
price of "-heat is so low. Some far-
mers are getting returns of 25 or 30
bushels to the acre, and similar yields are
obtained in the Eastern States. What hope
then has the farmer who gets only the State
average or even lesst We should place hism
in another part of the State and help him
to establish himself there, instead of con-
tinuing to finance him on an unprofitable
block. Much of the land that is held out
of cultivation in the South-West should be
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resumed by the Government so that people
could grow food there under better condi-
tions than those prevailing in parts of the
wheatbelt. I am at all times willing to as-
sist the people on the land tbeetuse I ap-
preciate that they are the true pioneers of
this country.

As regards the unemployed on the gold-
Mields, I contend that we do not get a fair
deal, though we do not make much fuss
about it. When a man is unemployed on
the goldfields the chances are that he will
find work in the course of a few weeks, but
the Government should at least see that the
men on the goldields are encouraged to
stay there and find useful occupations in-
stead of coming to the coast and driving
the Honorary Minister mad with requests to
find temporary work for them. I told some
of the men engaged on the Norse-
mnan pipe track who miade complaints,
that they were in the best position
of all the unemployed. They were
travelling through aurifrous country, and
in their spare time could undertake pros-
pecting with the chance of finding gold.
Their reply was that if 'they made a find
the Government would immediately take it
from them. Some of the men hase fallen
into a state of mind of thinking there is
no hope left in life for them.

Years ago I suggested that the Govern-
meat should utilise the services of unem-
ployed carpenters and other tradesmen for
the building of houses uinder the Workers'
Homes Board. When our miners go on
strike they are able to inanee themselves for
three months without anty trouble. If 8,000 or
9,000 men can finance themselves for three
mnonths, surety the Government could get
better results by utilising tradesmen as .1
have indicated. If the Government desires
further inormnation on the subject, I am
prepared to make it available. The Workers'
Homes Board agreed to build 16 houses a
year in Kalgoorlie and Boulder. -None ha.A
been built in Coolgardie or Norsemnan. Yet
the houtsing problem is as acute in Norsemnan
as it is in Kalgoorlie or Boulder. There were
very few houses in Norseman when the min-
ing boom came, and some of the people
there are paying 35s. a week rent for a
two-roomed camp. If facilities were given
to the people, two-roomed houses could be
built and the occupants could improve them
na, opportunity offered.

In Kalgoorlie the Government offered cer,

tamn blocks for sale. Some of them eon-
sidered to he worth about £2 were put-
chased for £C105 each. That is where the
speculator stopped in. If a working man
needs a block on which to build a home, he
has no hope of finding £C105 for it. The best
remedy I have heard has been offered by the
local governing bodies who suggest that a
lot of the Government blocks available
should be disposed of by ballot instead of
being sold to the highest bidder. Failing
the adoption Of Some system of that kind
the speculator has the advantage, because
a man cannot pay £e105 for a block unless
lie is able to erect an expensive house
on it. The Government is supposed
to be a Labour Government, and is sup-
posed to look after the interests of the
workers. The workers on the goldfields have
been very loyal to the Government. They
have never wavered in their allegiance to
the party, and at all times have returned
a majority of Labour men. Still, the Qov-
ernment cannot expect that allegiance to he
continued unless the workers receive proper
consideration. In saying that I am not ut-
tering at threat, but if an election were forced
on the question of housing accommodation
at Kalgoorlie, the people might take the
view that the Government was not doing
them justice and supporters of the Govern-
nent might be defeated. We are told that

the Government has no influence over the
board, but we know that the pcrsonnel of
any board could be changed if its members
were not amenable to reason. In justice to
the people of the goldfields, further consid-
eration should be given them. We have been
loyal to the party and to the Government,
bu t our loyalty aight be overstrained.

Mlani- years ago I attended a well re-
jMemhered meeting in the Boulder Town
Hall having reference to the subject of Es-
perance as the port for the goldfields. I
recollect that a libel action followed that
meieting because of sonme allusion by
thet "-Kalgoorlie Miner" to three rot-
ten. sticks,. Politicians then desired to
make Esperanee a reasonably good port to
serve the goldields, just as Mr. Thomson
and others are trying to get improved faci-
lities for ports like Albany and Bunbury.
The Government acted after many years,
but rather late. Had the railway been built
in the early days, the trade of the Eastern
Goldfields would have passed through Es-
perance. I wish to thank the Chamber of
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Mines, the newly appointed Minister for
Railways, and you, Mr. President, for the
efforts to get interstate ships to call at Es-
perance. The Chamber of Mlines has done
particularly good work in this direction.
The Lake View and Star 'Mine had oil tanks
erected at the port, so that all the oil for
its mine at Boulder, for the Norseman mine
and for other mines now comes via Esper-
anee. We have particularly to thank M1r.
Thorn, of the Lake View and Star Mine, for
the conferring of that benefit on the gold-
fields. A substantial benefit has been con-
ferred by the provision of facilities to ship
goods through Esperanee instead of Fre-
mantle. Business people of Kalgoorlie and
Boulder, however, have not assisted in this
direction as much as could have been wished.
The progress of Esperane has been retarded
for many years through the existence of dif-
ferences of opinion. Some politicians have
been elected to do a certain job and have
promptly forgotten all about it. The result
is that there are people at Esperanee who
have no outlook worth mentioning. A boat
calls there occasionally, and goods arrive by
the railway, but of other activities there are
few.

Recently two parties at Esperanee re-
quested a transport license to permit them
to run motor lorries from Esperance to
Ravensthorpe, a distance of 120 miles. They
were prepared to cater for passengers91 anid
goods. The present arrangement is to -rail
goods, to Newdegate, a distance of 306 miles
from Perth, and then transport them by
road, another 87 miles. If we had a service
to Ravensthorpe as well as to Newdegate,
what a beneft it would be to Esperane
in the direction of providing employment!
Permission to start the new service has been
twice refused because the Transport Board
considers that the present service to Newde-
gate is sufficient. One of the storekeepers
at Ravensthorpe conveys his own goods from
Esperauce. IfE a license could be obtained
for either of the Olpplicant-I would not
mind if both of them were granted licenses,
because that would make for competition-
stores could be landed at Esperance, and then
readily transported the 120 miles by road
to Ravenasthorpe. At present goods; went
from the Eastern States are conveyed paA.
i!Nperan'C. a distance of 400 or 500 miles,
to Fremantle. then railed hack 306 mile, to
Newdegate, and thence transported by road
another 87 miles to Raveasthorpe.

I realise that you, 'Mr. President, are not
ini a position to work for this service as are
Mr. Cornell and the Minister for Railways.
Ia fact, the Minister for Railways finds him-
self in a rather invidious position. He is
the member for the district, and, as such,
would like to be free to act with you and
other members. However, he has also to
consider the other aspect, If we could get
a service to Raveustliorpe, goods could he
delivered there via Esperanee aud a saving
of carriage of 400 or 500 miles by sea, and
another 306 miles by rail *ould be made at
the expense of an additional 3i miles of
transport by road. I admit that I have not
interviewed the Chairman of the Trgnsport
Board, hut I trust that since I have venti-
lated the matter in this House, common
sense will prevail so that the saving I have
indicated may be effected.

For many years efforts have been made
to induce the shipping companies to make
.Esperance a port of call for their boats
coming from the Eastern States. Only after
strenuous efforts, have the shipping corn-
panics been persuaded to grant the request.
Not until we threp~tened to enforce the pro-
visions of the Navigation Act or something
of the kind against tho shipping companies
(lid they deign to regard our request sar.i
onsly. However, when the boat did call, the
freight charge was loaded to tbe extent of
10s., though later that impost was rednced
to 5s.-this for nloading at Esperance
goods on which a saving of 500 miles of sea,
carriage bad been effected.

I wish now to refer to Norseman. r am
aware of the Government's difeulties and
am not under-estimnating- them. If there is
one thing that would pay the State hand.
somely, it is the discovery of a profitable
gold mine. When I was first returned as a
member for South Province 11 or 12 years
ago there were 50 voters for the Legislative
Council in Norsenman. To-day the num-
her is between 800 and 900, and T
can safely say that the number of
electors, for the Assembly exceeds 2,000.
A large town has sprung up within a few
years. But for the water supply that is
conveyed from M1unda ring the town. would
be in P sad plight.

MNining was cnducted at Raveusthorpe
for many years. 'lbs ore, however, was so
permeated with copper that it was difficult
to treat. In the early flays smelting, works,
were established there, hut were sold to a
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man named Hoffman at a low price. Ho
made a considerable profit, and then pulled
down the works, to the detriment of tine
district. Mining is the industry there that
shows the greatest profit and offers the best
avenue for employment. I understand that
if adequate means for the treatment of ore
were provided at Raveusthorpe, a large
number of men could be employed in mining
there. A plant is required for the proper
treatment of ore, so that it may be re-
duced from six-ton to one-ton concentrates.
The ore would then have to be conveyed
to Esperance and transhipped to Port
Kembla for further treatment. The gold
and copper would be extracted there.

This would mean that a vessel would call
more regularly at 'Esperanee; and, instead
of unemployed being seen around Perth,
Harvey and other places in search of work,
they could get employment at Ravenathorpe.
The men themselves would be making work
for others and assisting the State to get out
of the mire. We know what has happened
at Wiluna and other mining cdutres in re-
cent years as a result of assistance ren-
dered to those districts. When he was last
in Norseman, the Miinister for Mines pro-
mnised to visit Ravensthorpe. Owing to the
rain, however, he was unable to do so,' but
hoped to visit the district as soon as weather
conditions improved. I am informed that
the roads are now in good order, and trust
the Minister will carry out his promise at
an early date. In some instances the Gov-
ernment has wasted money on sustenance
works, and so would he better advised to
engage in works that will yield a profitable
return. Had not the Government put money
into Wiluna, into Bayley's at Coolgardie.
and the Sons of Owalia Mine, the industry
would not he in its present prospetous
state. In those times, gold was worth little
more than £C4 an ounce, whereas its value
to-day exceeds £10 an ounce. The Govern-
ment is looking for means whereby to em-
ploy the people. We know that goldmiaing
is the most paying occupation available to
any worker. Assistance rendered by the
Government to certain mining distriets
would undonhtedly benefit the State and
improve the financial position generally.

Hon. JI. Cornell: Onl the Phillips River
goldfields the deepest shaft is only 3S0ft.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: That is so. I
arrived in the State about 30 years ago, and,
three years afterwards, work practically

ceased at Ravensthorpe. The industry there
then began to decline. It may yet be neces-
sary to run a railway through to Ravens-
thorpe for transport purposes.

I thank members for their kindness to me
in the last two or three years, during which
I have not been in the best of health.
Whether or not I shall be with them next
year remains to be seen. I can only hope
that we shall all be here.

I wish to refer to the trucking arrange-
ments for cattle in and around Kalgoorlie.
In the early days, restrictions were imposed
upon travelling cattle for the protection of
the North-West herds. Now that cattle
are coming front the South-West, as
wvell as from the Great Southern
and the Eastern States, the same
necessity for protection no longer exists.
Cattle arriving from the Eastern States are
unloaded at Parkestown. They are trans-
ferred to trucks on the State line, and
taken a distance of four miles to within
two miles of the abattoirs. They are then
put into a race, which crosses the main
Coolgardie-Perth road, and in that way
travel to the abattoirs, The system is stap-
posed to prevent the spread of disease
amongst other cattle, hut it is a stupid one.
The Commonwealth Government has offered
to put down a third rail, so that the cattle
might be run to the abattoirs, but objec-
tioni wes raised to that suggestion.

Hon. J. Cornell: The arrangement is a
big joke.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes. I drew
the attention of the Minister to the mat-
ter, and he wrote me stating that the cat-
tle trucking arrangements at Kalgoorlie
were uinder consideration. At the Kal-
goorlie railway station, cattle yards are
already available, but arc in a bad state
of repair and it is useless to spend money
on reconstructing them. The present sys-
tenl undoubtedly adds to the cost of meat.
The Kalgoorlie and Boulder butchers are
ixious for something to be done to improve

tile situation, but do not desire money to he
wasted oti the yards at the Kalgoorlie sta-
tion. Apparently the Agricultural Depart-
mnent, or some other deportment, objects to
the cattle being sent straight to the abat-
toirs. When thle beasts arrive from the
South-West they are driven through the
streets a distance of three or four miles.
which is a stupid arrangement. If by
sinoogijig to members of Cauculs-subject
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to my health beig good-I had he- North-West. 1 have no desire to speak
come a Minister, I would certainly
have made someone smart over this ques-
tion. The officials would never have been
able to put a tin-pot system like that over
me at the expense of the people.

Apart from anything else, there is con-
siderable danger in allowing cattle to run
through a big city like Kalgoorlie. The
yards at Binduli, opposite the abattoirs,
are wonderfully good. Instead of the cat-
tle being shunted off at Binduli straight
to the abattoirs, they have to be trucked
to the Kalgoorlie yards and run through
the streets. No wonder our railways do
not pay, and people ]ook upon politicians
as ''mudts.'' J shall be very disgusted if
the Minister falls for the tricks either of
the Agricultural Department or of the
Railway Department. New yards are not
needed at Kalgoorlie, and to repair the
existing ones would be a waste of money.
The other yards to which I have referred
are good enough for the wild cattle com-
ing from the North-West and South Aus-
tralia. Apparently the authorities fear
that something might be dropped on the
ground that would poison the other cattle,
notwithstanding that practically all the
beasts concerned are en route for the abat-
toirs. The cows belonging to my dairymen
"swap spits" with the cattle at the
abattoirs, and there is no means of pre-
venting it. We talk about the socialisation
of industry, yet we allow stupid things
like that to go on. If no notice is takcei
of the representations that have been made
I hope I shall be well enough to pursue
another course. The people of Kalgoorlie
ought not to be put to all this extra ex-
pense. My chief concern is that the State
shall carry on and become prosperous. I
am not concerned about high wages so long
as we get sufficient wages.

Hon. J. Cornell: The present system
causes the bullocks to deteriorate.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes. The sys-
tem is designed to ensure that cattle from
the South-West shall not. go into the raca
that the North-West and South Australian
bullocks went into probably' six months
before, So it is that they are tintrucked
four miles away, and have to be driven
through the streetsi of Kalgoorlie.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
is the proposed Jewish settlement in the

disrespectfully of the community in ques-
tion, but would suggest that there must
he something wrong with people who are
driven out of other countries. Members
may recall the incident of the woman of
70 years of age who, on arrival in Aus-
tralia said, ''Thank God, I am in a fret'
country." Apparently it took her 70 ycaris
to get here, and she must have spent more
than the annual earnings of an ordinary
worker on the journey, as she came by
air to Darwin. The North, if it is to
be populated, must be peopled by those
who will not live on others. We do not
w~ant a repetition of that which is going
on and has been going on for countless
years in Europe.

When I was in the mining industry somen
35 years ago I did not see more than fivo,
Jews and three Greeks at work in the
mines. I care not what people go to the
North so long as they are hard worker;,
will intermarry, and become fine Austra-
lian citizens. There is a settlement in the
South-West comprising people who are
growing tobacco. Many Italians and
Slavs are to he found amongst them,
but as they marry and have children,
the descendants will be Australians. In
the mining industry, foreigners inter-
married with the local people, and1
thus many good Australians camne into
being. If we are to have a Jewish settle-
ment in the North, let us use the same safe-
guards as if the settlers were Japanese
or Chinese. Should they leave that ter-
ritory, they should be forced to return to
their country of origin. Thanks to bounti-
ful rains, our producers of potatoes, onions
and vegetables have lately had good prices
for their commodities. Members of Parlis-
nient, unless they are blind, must hb' seized
of the fact that foreigners are controlling
all our fruit and vegetable shops. For many
years these shops have been in the control
of foreigners.

Eon. J. Cornell: And frock shops as
wveil.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMIS: Yes. We do
not want this, country to be built up under
the system that has been encouraged in
Germnany nod other European countries. I
hope I shall not live to see that sort of thing
in Australia. Our children will, and I cer-
tainly object to that. T shall certainly, raise
miy voice against any such plan that may
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result in the children of Australians being
forced to he drawers of water and hewers
of wood, while others are permitted to live
on vested interests and, retaining their
original nationality, refuse to become Aus-
tralians in sentiment and outlook. These
are the people who control Russia.
If anything of the sort is proposed
here, I shall see to it that the people know
what is suggested and, if they approve, they
will do so with their eyes open. I agree
with Mr. Tuckey in his contention that, be-
fore anything is done in the matter, Par-
liament should be consulted. I certainly am
not conservative in moy views, but I sincerely
trust that in the event of Parliament being
consulted, all members holding conservative
views will be present and will see that the
Commonwealth is populated with people
who will marry Australians, people
who will forget their race and be-
come g-ood Australians. Most of us, in the
enjoyment of the freedom of our nation,
have forgotten what our ancestors were 100
years ago. We are proud of the traditions
of our country, which we must endeavour to
maintain in the future. I thank members
for the patient hearing they have given me
and trust the motion will he cardied.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.17 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair ait 4.3G
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-TRANSPORT, LAKES
AREA, NEWDEGATE.

,Mr. STUBBS asked the M1inister for
'Works: 1, Have tenders been let for the
new transport service to serve settlers in the
Lakes Area cast of Newdegaterl 2, If so,
who were the successful tenderers? .1, Was
the lowest tender accepted?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:.
1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, In view
of the absence of data as to quantities of
goods and numbers of passengers likely to
he offered for transport, the Transport
Board arranged a temporary service for
three months with the contractor who did
the wheat carting during the 1938-39 wheat
delivery season. Information gained from
the operation of this temporary service will
be used in making a more permanent ar-
rangement.

QUESTioN-TRArrIC DANGERS,
STIRLING HIGHWAY.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister represent-
ing the Mlinister for Police: 1, Have any
further precautions been taken recently to
minimise traffic dangers along Stirliag
Highway? 2, Are any further measures
that might be taken held up by lack of
finance?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: 1, All precautions possible
with thu facilities available are taken to
minimise traffic dangers, and increased motor
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